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FADE | N:
A BLANK COMPUTER SCREEN

Enl arged texture. The sound of a conputer booting up.
We hear CASTER s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
Did you ever feel like your life is a
new hard drive that has just been
formatted? Just a sterile bl ankness
spi nning at seventy-two hundred RPM The
drive isn't bad. But if you close your
eyes and listen all you hear is
nmeani ngl ess white noi se.

(waits)

Do you know what |'m sayi ng?

We hear LUVBUNNY's VO CE OVER. It’s a young girl’s voice,
maybe sevent een.

LUVBUNNY (V. Q)
Sounds |like the story of ny life!

TI TLE CARD
Anot her Sat urday night. ..
Current nood: |onely

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

We see RAYMOND CASTER (|l ate twenties) open the front door to
hi s apartnent over the shoul der of the PIZZA DELI VERY GUY.
He’'s a little gawky and wears big, ugly glasses. He pays
the guy and takes the pizza. He speaks towards us, the

audi ence.

CASTER
| was supposed to go out with Turbo Dan
and his friends tonight, but he never
called me. So it looks like I"mgoing to
spend anot her Saturday night ordering in
some Hungry Howi e's and pl ayi ng "Weel
of Ti Vo".

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM
We see caster fromthe TV s POV, thunbing the renote.

CASTER
|"mreally in the nood for an old
Voyager with Kes in it, but all 1"l
probably get is Seven of Nine. It's like
t he Wheel of Ti Vo has one space for



"Kes", 10 for "Seven of N ne", and one
for "Lose a Turn".

He stuffs a big horking slice in his maw. Like half of it.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
| don't get what people think is so hot
about Seven. Sure there's the breasts,
but Kes is a sweetheart. Plus, two
wor ds: pointy ears.

He drops pizza sauce on his shirt, smears it with his hand,
licks his finger.

CASTER

(continues, gesticul ating)
VWat the hell, | say. Wat the hell. Tom
Paris is right there, Tuvok is right
there, even that little puss Harry Kim
is right there and horny and
desperate! But no, she goes for the
lizard pig man.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM
He types on the conputer, nodding to hinself.

CASTER
(t hi nks)
Wl |, whatever. If you didn't like that
rant, then thank Turbo Dan for not
cal ling ne.

He hits the button to upload, |eans back.
EXT. ARBY' S — DAY

Caster wal ks toward the building, back to us. He's wearing
his work clothes, shirt and tie.

I NT. ARBY' S

W see TURBO DAN, M d 20s Florida surfing poseur, in a booth
by the wi ndow, waving Caster over. Caster sits.

CASTER
So, did you have fun on Saturday ni ght?

TD gets this far-away | ook Iike he's trying to renenber.

TURBO DAN
Whoa. Yeah. Me and Scottie and Moker
went out to the Beach House and got
trashed with these four chicks.



CASTER
And that's it.

TURBO DAN
Yeah, man, it was awesone. You shoul d
have been there. W had one too many
chi cks.

Caster | ooks at himincredul ously.

CASTER
Yeah, sounds fun. Are you going to do it
again this weekend?

TURBO DAN
Yeah, man. Tonorrow night. 1'll call
you.
Caster smrks.
CASTER

Just tell me the nane of the bar and
I’11 meet you there.

Caster | ooks pleased with hinself.

INT. CREDIT UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Caster sits in his cubicle at work, frowning at his conputer
screen, his fingers poised above the keyboard.

CASTER
Oh ny God. | just reread what | wote,
and now | feel like the biggest |loser in
the world for getting so excited about
scoring a date with Turbo Dan.

| NSERT

W see the last few lines he’s typed. Below them appears
the CON for HOOCH. It says “Hooch Comments...”

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD - DAY

The screen of HOOCH s conputer. “FIREFLY” and “ FUTURAMA’
posters on the wall. A young guy, confortably hefty, and
wearing a fez, types. He smrks to hinself.

HOOCH
Whoa, there. Are you telling nme that you
m ssed a chance to hang out with three
guys nanmed Turbo Dan, Scottie, and
Mooker ?



| NSERT

W see the last few lines he’s typed. Below them appears
the | CON for RCASTER1138. It says “Rcaster1138 Comments...”

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

The screen of Caster’s conputer. Wden to reveal Caster
typing at his conputer

CASTER
Oh, ha. Ckay, when you're as popul ar as
| am you can't exactly go excl uding
peopl e fromyour social circle just
because of hamfisted personal
nonencl at ure.

| NT. FLORI DA DI VE BAR — NI GHT

(Possibly O Leary’s, The Bahai Hut, or the Gator C ub.)
Caster sits nursing a beer, looking bored and irritated.

I NT. FLORI DA DI VE BAR — NI GHT (LATER)

Caster’s now drunk, his collar is |loose and he’'s sweaty.
Caster | ooks around hi m hopel essly as strangers cross
t hrough the frane.

CASTER
kay, if you don't know me, you probably
think that 1'ma closet honpbsexual wth
deep running desires for an idiot naned
Tur bo Dan.

He takes another forlorn sip of beer. There is a puff of
snmoke and the frame becones..

| NT. FEATURELESS BLACK SPACE

Caster is sitting on his barstool, with his beer, in a
featurel ess bl ack space. Strangers cross in front and behi nd
him not paying himany attention.

CASTER
You know how they say that pot is
gateway drug that paves the way to
harder stuff? Well, Turbo Dan is like a
gateway friend.

a

| NT. FLORI DA DI VE BAR — A DI FFERENT NI GHT
Tur bo Dan, surrounded by peopl e, |aughing.

I NT. FLORIDA DI VE BAR - LATER

Caster |eans on the bar facing us, alone in a crowd.



CASTER
| mean, how do you even start talking to
agirl in a bar without Turbo Dan there
to ease you into the conversation? |
sure as hell don’'t know.

The icons for LUVBUNNY and NOSTRADOM NATRI X appear in the
air next to Caster, as if they are sitting on the stools
next to him conplete with beers.

LUVBUNNY
Grls are tricky beings and frequently
cause confusion. Hang out with robots

i nst ead.

CASTER
You should get to work on that. I'd |ike
a robot Grace Lee Wiitney circa 1966,

pl ease.

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Lose Turbo Dan. He's a schnuck. What
about asking sonme of his friends to go
to the bar with you instead?

CASTER
To an outsider, |I'msure bonbi ng out
with Turbo Dan's friends seens |ike a
perfectly reasonable alternative.
Al t hough if you knew them | think you'd
retract the suggestion. Sonetinmes it's
easier to just be al one.

The icons wobbl e synpathetically.

LUVBUNNY AND NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Mhm

I NT. CREDI T UNI QV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY
Caster types away on his work conputer

CASTER
Hey everybody! It's every-other-Thursday
agai n! That neans anot her ti mesheet
rem nder poemfromJulie the H R Vogon

| NSERT

Cl ose on the screen, we see Julie’'s poemon one of those
| ame, flowery Qutl ook stationeries that nobody uses except
for HR | adies, and we hear her VO CE OVER

JULIE (V.0O)
“There's a lucky little man who
dresses in the color green./



This is the special tine of year when
his pot of gold is sonetines seen./

| f you should be | ucky enough to see

t he | eprechaun nake sure to say,/

‘Don'"t forget to submt your tine
sheets, And have a Happy Saint Patrick's
Day!’”

BACK TO SCENE

Caster w nces.

CASTER
Oh man, that one hurts. Hey H R Julie,
alittle bit of neter m ght have been a
nice addition. D scuss.

The | CON for NOSTRADOM NATRI X appears.

“ SUPERI MPCSE:  NOSTRADOWNATRI X COMMENTS. . . "

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Tell her not to quit her day job.

Caster digests this, types.

CASTER
Ironically, it kind of is her day job.

INT. CREDIT UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — LATER

The workday is progressing. Caster is bored. Finally he
per ks up, types.

CASTER
As LuvBunny pointed out in her blog, all
anyone ever does in their online
journals is gripe. So here's ny penance
in the formof a super happy post! Today
is the best day evar! It is seventy-six
degrees and sunny!

Caster |ooks longingly at a picture calendar on his wall.

CASTER

You know what, Turbo Dan? | don't need
you. It's sunny and I’mgoing to the
beach! And not just over to Lido Beach
either. I’mgoing to Siesta beach. | am
so happy that | will wap this up with a
summary in hai ku form because if you're
going to wite a poem it should be a
super happy hai kul!

(t hi nks)
Going to the beach!
It’s always sunny out si de!




Bite me, Turbo Dan!
| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — DAY

Hooch scowl s at his conputer.

HOOCH
Ray, have you been hitting the Prozac
agai n?

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE

He types.

CASTER
I"mhigh on life, man. High on life.

I NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM — DAY

She’s a ‘mcrochip girl.” Cute and fem nine, but with nerd
/techie undercurrents. Her roomis decorated pink and bl ack
wi th cl ouds and bees and bunni es.

She types sarcastically.

LUVBUNNY
Caster, are you bipol ar?

| NT. CREDIT UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE
He types.

CASTER
l"'mhigh on Iife man. Hi gh on..
You guys suck.

BLACK QUT
We HEAR t he sound of a PHONE Rl NG NG

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT
He's pacing the floor, agitated.

CASTER
Unbel i evabl e. | just got a call from
Turbo Dan. He actual |y apol ogi zed for
his failure to make an appearance at the
bar | ast weekend.

I NT. AUTO PARTS STORE — DAY

(Perhaps the Auto Zone on 301, unless there’'s a nore fanous
store.) We see Turbo Dan fromthe cashier’s POV, talKking.

CASTER (V. O
He said he went to the auto parts store



on Friday afternoon, and he net this
"amazing girl" working there naned
Shadow.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT
He st ops pacing.

CASTER
Psssht. Watever! What kind of nane is
"Shadow'? It's a freakin' cat nane,
that’ s what.

He’ s paci ng agai n.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
Anyway, he and Shadow ended up hangi ng
out all night, and he lost track of tine
and whatever. The irritating part is...

| NT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT - NI GHT
TD s on the phone.

TURBO DAN
Hey, me and Shadow are going to go out
to Siesta and rent jet skis Saturday.
You shoul d cone out there with us.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT
Still pacing.

CASTER
Aaarrg! Damm you Turbo Dan! | was goi ng
to go there by nyself anyway, but now
that you’ve invited ne, when you don’t
show up I"'mgoing to spend all day
feeling like |I was ditched again.

He stops, exhausted and fum ng.

CASTER
Does this make sense to anybody el se, or
am| just totally psycho?

The icon for ANONYMOUS floats into the frane.

ANONYMOUS
You are absolutely right, | agree with
everything you say. Doesn't this make
you crave a sem -automatic nine
mllinmeter Beretta?

CASTER
It's the best feeling ever when you ask



the Internet, "Am1| a psycho?" and
the Internet responds, "No way! Go get a
gun! ™

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

He wal ks out to the car, gets in, and drives off.

| NSET

Ti me-| apse shot of Caster’s conputer. W see the clock rol
forward. There’'s a little weather w dget on his desktop
that reads, “76 degrees and sunny,” and has a sun that sets,
and a noon that rises...

BLACK OUT
| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT

Caster flops at his keyboard, no glasses. He counts
syl l abl es on his fingers.

CASTER
(to hinself)
Jet ski incident
Beautiful girl named Shadoe
Now | squint blindly

EXT. SI ESTA BEACH - DAY

Caster stands in a shell gravel parking lot. Turbo Dan’s
Jeep pulls up and stops near Caster. He's wearing a short-
sl eeved ri bbed wetsuit.

SHADCE BEAUPRE — mid 20s, gets out of the Jeep. She has
bl onde dreads. She’s wearing a pair of Daisy Dukes, flannel
shirt, and bikini top.

TURBO DAN
Hey man, this is Shadoe, that chick
was telling you about.

CASTER
Enchanted to neet you, Shadoe. | once
had a cat that went by that nane.

Caster winces, can’t believe he said that. Shadoe giggles.

SHADOE
(straight-faced)
That's funny, | have an ex named Ray.

Caster’'s not sure how to take this.

SHADOE
(conti nui ng)
Nah, |’mjust jokin'.



Angl e on Caster: relieved, inpressed, smtten.

EXT. JET SKI BOOTH

W see themtalking to the attendant, but Caster talks to
us.

CASTER
So the plan was that we woul d each rent
our owm jet ski, but we realized that we
di dn't have enough noney to rent three,
so. ..

They sniff in revulsion as they strap on the noldy life
jackets and the rental guy starts up the jet-ski.

CASTER
(to Turbo Dan)
You want to go first?

TURBO DAN
Sure, bro.

As soon as he mounts it, Shadoe kicks off her sandals. She
junps on and takes Turbo Dan by his wai st.

SHADCE
Hey! It's a two-person!

They go ripping off across the water.

Caster sits on the dock and waits and wat ches.

SARASOTA BAY

Turbo Dan slices the tail around and this huge wave shoots
up. A boat goes by and he junps the wake. Shadoe is
scream ng and giggling. She waves to Caster as they go by.

DOCK
Turbo Dan pulls it back up to the dock and they clinb off.

TURBO DAN
Your turn, dude!

Caster carefully steps onto the thing, and as soon as his
foot touches it, it starts to slip away. Turbo Dan grabs him
by the arm before he plunges into the water. Shadoe giggl es.
Caster flushes with enbarrassmnent.

He gets settled and Shadoe junps on behind him grabbing
onto his hips.

SHADOE
Qun it, Ray!

Caster grins, squeezes the accelerator and they bl ast away.
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SARASOTA BAY
They zip around the bay.

CASTER
| f you've never ridden a jet ski before
let me tell you, it's amazing. | now

know exactly what it feels like to ride
a speeder bi ke, w thout Ewok
i nterference.

Cl ose on Shadoe clinging to his waist, and Caster - drinking
her in with every sense possi bl e.

CASTER
It was the npost awesone nonent that |
have ever experienced, ever.

They come up on a big cabin cruiser, its |arge wake
spreading enticingly before them

SHADCE
Junmp it! Junmp it!

CASTER
Hel | yeah! Hold on to your butts!

He puts it full throttle into the side of the boat wake. The
front of the jet ski hits the water at a weird angle and
Shadoe and Caster flip over the side. W peout!

Turbo Dan | aughs on the shore.

TURBO DAN
VWhoa!

CATER S POV
The world is a featurel ess bl ur.

BACK TO SCENE

We see his face. He's treading water and coughing up a
[ ungful of salt water.

CASTER
My gl asses!
Shadoe’ s still |aughing.
CASTER
| can’'t see a thing.
SHADCE

Then | guess | get to be your chauffeur.

They clinb back on the jet-ski and start it. Shadoe' s the
driver and Caster is the passenger.



They cruise around the bay a bit nore. Shadoe drives crazier
t han Turbo Dan, and Caster holds her tightly.

Cl ose on Caster’s face, loving it.

EXT. THE JET SKI BOOTH — DAY (LATER)

They nmeet up with Turbo Dan agai n. Shadoe is gesturing,
suggesting getting a bite to eat.

SERI ES OF SHOTS - SI ESTA VI LLAGE
A) They pile into Turbo Dan's Jeep
B) They pull into a beach food joint(Daiquiri Deck/ Salty

Dog)
C) Back in the Jeep, Shadoe and Caster share a basket of
chicken fingers. They are still noist and shivering,

but havi ng fun.

D) The Jeep cruises through the village.
| NT. TURBO DAN' S JEEP — DUSK - TRAVELLI NG

Shadoe’s in the front seat and she | eans her head on Turbo
Dan's shoul der. Caster tries not to notice, alittle

j eal ous. He | eans back, and closes his eyes, listening to
the nusic and feeling the wind in his hair. He's cool.

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT - NI GHT

Turbo Dan’s jeep drives off, Caster waving as it goes.

CASTER
| had to |l eave ny car on Siesta Key on
account of my eyes. Tonorrow I'I| have

to get new gl asses and then find a way
out to Siesta to reclaimny car.

Caster turns on his heel, and heads to the door.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
So | guess the day did have a little bit
of a down side, but in the end, | still
feel like | was the big w nner of today.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT
He | eans back from his conputer, stretches, and sighs.
BLACK OUT

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

BLAKE (who we’ |l neet later) in the next cubicle is ranting,
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his voice a dull drone as Caster types. Caster has new “Enp”

gl asses that | ook nmuch better on him

CASTER
| can't stop thinking about Saturday.
|"mstill high fromit. | can't stop

t hi nki ng about that girl Shadoe.

Caster |eans back, daydream ng

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
| want to call her. I wish | knew her
phone nunber. | know she works in an

auto parts store, but a casual Yahoo!
Yel | ow Pages search showed about eighty
auto parts stores near Turbo Dan’s
apart ment .

He sits back. Waits.
| NT. LUVBUNNY' S BEDROOM — DAY

She | ays on her stomach on the bed with her | aptop.

SUPERI MPOSE
LuvBunny comments. ..

LUVBUNNY
| can't believe that you're asking how
to steal your best friend s girlfriend.
What kind of sex-crazed bastard are you?

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON — DAY

NOSTRADOM NATRI X, A lady in |eathers types at her conputer

in a corner of the dungeon.

SUPERI MPCSE
Nost radomi natri x comrents. . .

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
| f you get soneone else's chick to go
out with you behind her boyfriend s
back, rest assured that the sanme wll
happen to you | ater.

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — DAY
Hooch is fixing hinmself a drink.

SUPERI MPOSE
Hooch comments. .

HOOCH
Duder. Look. Here's the deal. No need to
get all sneaky. From what you've said,
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it sounds like Turbo Dan is out for a
good time and not comm tnent.
So, it's easy enough. Just be all,

I NT. THE AUTO PARTS STORE - DAY

Caster and Dan are in the FGtalking in | ow tones, ninng
what Hooch says whil e Shadoe works the register in back. W

only hear
Dan’s lip

Freeze on

Freeze on

HOOCH s VO CE, synched to natch Caster and Turbo
novenent s.

CASTER / HOCCH
Whoa. Dude. Like, you and that chick
doi ng the hookup thing or you just
hangin' chill?

HOOCH (V. O.)
Hi s answer shoul d give you insight on
how to proceed. If he replies,

TURBO DAN HOOCH

Naw, she's cool and all, but we're just
droppi ng hat, you know?

HOOCH (V. Q)
Then you' ve got a good opportunity to
say,

CASTER/ HOOCH
Sweet, Bro. Drop her digits on nme so |
can clap her on the jaw jagger, she's
way sweeti e.

Cast er.

HOOCH (V. Q)
Now, if he says,

TURBO DAN/ HOOCH
Shaw, she's all up on it, man,

HOOCH (V. Q)
o...

TURBO DAN HOOCH
Maki ng the sweet nookie on ny hang down,
l"mdiggin it.

Tur bo Dan.

HOOCH (V. O.)
Then you' ve just been informed of his
i ntentions.
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| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD

HOOCH
At this point, don't challenge his
dom nance of the female, sinply back
away sl owy.

I NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE

CASTER
| rarely know what you're tal king about.

EXT. STREET - DAY
Caster is wal king back fromArby’s with a sack of |unch.

CASTER
Ww. | guess the answer to yesterday's
guestion of "How can | get Shadoe's
phone nunber out of Turbo Dan" was
"Don't steal Turbo Dan's girlfriend,
home wrecker.™

He shakes his head, takes out his Arby-Q and chows as he
wal ks.

CASTER
| am so bad at dealing wth people. |
mean, he's known her for less than a
week.

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — DAY
Hooch is throwi ng darts.

HOOCH
Wat? | didn't say that! Steal her
Steal her! Ok, what | really said was be
honest with your friend.

| NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM - DAY
She’ s on her bed, doing her homeworKk.

LUVBUNNY
| think you have every right in the
worl d to sonehow steal Shadoe away from
Turbo Dan, you sex-crazed bastard. My
i dea would be to snag Turbo Dan's phone
and then quickly scan through and find
her nunber.

| NT. CASTER S BEDROOM — NI GHT

Caster is changing out of his work clothes.
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CASTER
Okay, here's ny plan. It's Thursday, so
Turbo Dan is working tonight at
Circle K

I NT. THE Cl RCLE K — NI GHT
Caster walks in like a master crimnal in a caper novie.

CASTER (V. Q.)
"1l casually go in there as if |
intended to pick up a Thirstbuster.

Caster starts talking to Turbo Dan.

CASTER (V. Q)
['I]l either...

As Caster chats soundl essly, the icon for HOOCH appears over
his right shoul der.

CASTER (V. Q)
Li sten to Hooch, and ask hi m man-t o-man
what the deal is with himand Shadoe.
O. ..

The icon for LuvBunny appears over his |eft shoul der.

CASTER (V. Q)
Listen to LuvBunny and be justified in
borrowi ng his cell phone | ong enough to
steal her nunber.

| NT. CASTER S BEDROOM — NI GHT
Caster | ooks at hinmself in the mrror, hands on his dresser.

CASTER
"' m maki ng nmyself sick to ny stomach
with all of this second guessing. Wsh
me | uck.

I NT. CI RCLE K — NI GHT

Caster walks into the Crcle K and sees Shadoe there talking
to Turbo Dan. She’s |eaning against the counter, drinking a
strawberry soda. Caster freezes.

CASTER

Um hi guys! Wsat's going on?
SHADOE

Not hi ng much, we're just hanging out.
CASTER

So00, you guys want to go and do
sonmet hing after Turbo Dan gets off work?



TURBO DAN
Nah. | just got in. |I'mgraveyard
t oni ght.

CASTER

Ckay, no problem See you |later.
He starts to | eave.
CASTER (V. Q)

Vel l, that couldn’t have gone any worse.
Stupi d! St upid!

SHADCE
Hey, 1'lIl go do sonething with you

Caster breaks into a slow snile.

CASTER
kay.

EXT. LI DO BEACH — NI GHT

They wal k al ong carrying their shoes, barefoot in the sand.
The waves roll in slowy, hypnotically. Shadoe is |aughing.

SHADCE
Okay then, what are the last three books
you’' ve read?

CASTER
Qoh. It won't be pretty. They all start
with “Harry Potter and the...” You'd
better go first.

SHADCE

kay, umm “Stupid Wiite Men” by M chael
Moore, “Shopgirl” by Steve Martin, and
“Brave New Worl d” by Al dous Huxl ey.

CASTER
Ahh, you're just asking for a visit from
t he t hought police.

SHADOE
That’s “1984,” silly.

EXT. LI FEGUARD STAND — LATER

Shadoe is lying on her back using Caster’s leg for a pillow,
and he’s playing with her braids. The stars spilling out
above them

CASTER
kay, so what do you think is the
ultimate question to life, the universe
and everyt hi ng?
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SHADCE
Hum | think it cones down to this:
Do we have any free will in the

uni verse, or is an outside force calling
all the shots?

CASTER
Personally, | think everybody has their
specific place inlife, and it only
seenms chaotic and random because we
don't know the whole story yet.

SHADCE
Fate, right? See, | think fate is a
statistical inprobability.

We see Caster’'s face. He is so into her

SHADCE
| nean, every day is nade up of
t housands of variables that can't be
predi cted or controlled. How coul d sone
outside force could have a specific
destination planned for each of us?

CASTER
You make a good point. | guess if there
is sone being out there vicariously
witing nmy life, he's got a pretty
pat heti c i magi nati on.

| NSERT
The sun is starting to come up over Lido Beach

EXT. TRAI LER PARK — DAY

Caster’s car pulls up in front of Shadoe’'s trailer. |It’s
guaint, like a 1956 Airstream but two-toned white and
orange. The reflections of the trailer park’s col ored
lights play on its sides and her pink bicycle | eans agai nst
it.

Shadoe gets out, |eans down into the open doorframe wth her
arnms on the roof.

CASTER

| had a really good tinme tonight.
SHADCE

Yeah, | did too.
CASTER

Hey, could | have your phone nunber?
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SHADCE
(avoi di ng eye contact)
Oh... | don't have a phone.
CASTER
Oh. Ckay then. | guess I'll see you

ar ound.

He wat ches as she goes to her door, disappears.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT
He’'s typi ng on the conputer

CASTER
WT.F? No phone? That's such a | ane
excuse, especially com ng from sonebody

as smart as her. | just don't know.
Maybe it'lIl make nore sense after | get
some sleep... sleep....

He puts his head down on the keyboard. A beat, then..

There is a plunk, the icon for Nostradom natrix appears
above him

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
She could be telling the truth. Mybe
she can't afford to have phone service
and doesn't want you to think |ess of
her .

Caster | ooks up, bleary eyed.

CASTER
What ever. Everybody has a phone. Not
having a phone is |ike not having
electricity.

He puts his head back down.
| NT. CREDIT UNI ON CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Caster is working away, trying to ignore Bl ake’s voi ce.

CASTER
It's time for another bit of joy from
H R Julie.

Cl ose on the screen, we see Julie’'s poem and hear her VO CE
OVER:

JULIE (V.Q)
“The nonth of March is here again,/
Lucky for us, the weather has been,/
good enough to take the punch,/ out of
the fact that this is Frozen Food



Month!/ So submit your tinme sheets and
stay warm/ and be gl ad you' ve avoi ded
the winter storns!”

Cast er shudders, types.

CASTER
Ow ow ow This is the nost obtuse thenme
yet! Nobody should be witing poetry
about frozen food unless they are a
pengui n, or perhaps M. Freeze. Not to
mention the fact that she rhymed "punch”
with "month.” No way. Bad H R Julie.

He chuckl es to hinsel f. Bl ake’ s voice i ntrudes. Caster,

distracted, |istens.
BLAKE (O S.)
Yeah? How in hell should | knowif we
need one? What? Well | don't care what

HE says! Tell himthat we don't need it.
Look, | can take care of it nyself!
(beat)
No. No. No no no no! Jesus!
(beat)
Look, let nme talk to him God dam it, |
don't care! LET himstep on the carpet!
Don't you talk to ne like that! Don't
you dare hang..

There is a beat, we hear the phone sl am down.

BLAKE (Q. S.)
Bl TCH!
After another beat, Bl ake cones over, puts his el bow on top
of the cubicle wall, and waits.
CASTER
Un can | help you?
BLAKE

A beat,

VWnmen, right? Can't live with "em can't
live without "em Right?

CASTER
| can live without 'em

BLAKE
HA!
(1 ooks Caster up and down.)
So what, you're sone kind of fag?

Caster’s realizing this was the wong thing to say.
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EXT. MOVI E THEATRE — NI GHT

Turbo Dan, Shadoe and Caster approach the theatre on foot.
(The Hol Il ywood Twenty, of course.)

They go up to the ticket counter where TORY is worKking.

TURBO DAN

Three children for “Zonbi e Renake.”
TORY

Un you guys aren't children.
TURBO DAN

We're all children, on the inside.

She | ooks at himwith a weird smtten grin.

| NSERT

W see the cash register ring up three children’s tickets.

| NT. MOVI E THEATRE LOBBY
Tur bo Dan hands Caster and Shadoe their tickets.

TURBO DAN
Cha- chi ng!

| NT. MOVI E THEATRE

They’ re watching the novie. Shadoe and Caster are tense,
Turbo Dan is too cool to be scared. Shadoe junps and the
popcorn flies off of the chair, and that scares her too.
Afterwards, she is so freaked out that she is crushing both
Caster and Turbo Dan's hands. Caster is w ncing but
obviously enjoying it.

I NT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT — NI GHT

He lives in an unfinished apartnent over sone famly's
garage. The three friends are drinking and playi ng “DUCK
HUNT. ” Shadoe shoots standing up like a cowgirl ninja,

| eapi ng around and firing off shockingly accurate rounds
into duck after 8-bit duck.

Caster is entranced by this. He |eans back, crossing his
arnms, watching her.

Circles for Nostradom natrix, Hooch, and LuvBunny pop up
next to him I|ike pop up video bubbl es.

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
So is Turbo Dan officially going out
wi t h Shadoe now?



CASTER
Turbo Dan is nost certainly not going
out with Shadoe! At |east, not any nore
than | am The three of us have been
spending a |lot of tinme bonmbi ng around
together. We're like that show with the
two guys who hung out with that chick
and nobody scored with her, but you
could so tell that she wanted to do that
one guy. I'mthat guy. Turbo Dan is the
ot her qguy.

HOOCH
She so digs you, but | think she's
pl ayi ng two sides of the fence here. As
| ong as she's dating both you and Turbo
Dan she gets the best of both worlds.
Too bad the sex is falling on his side
of the fence.

CASTER
Shadoe is not having sex with Turbo Dan!
What's with you people? It's totally
t hat show You know Wth the chick and
t hose two dudes!

HOOCH
|"mtelling you, you need to just take
Shadoe out on your own.

LUVBUNNY
It’s no fun third wheeling with the
happy coupl e.

CASTER
SHUT UP! THEY' RE NOT_ A COUPLE! | HATE
You!

I NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Caster is typing furiously. Every couple of seconds we hear
Bl ake chuckl e or guffaw.

BLAKE (O S.)
Victoria, this is not up for discussion.
| said no.
(beat)
| don't care what your nother says, |'m

your father and | said no and that's the
final answer!

Caster laughs to hinself, shaking his head. He m mics
hol ding a cup of tea with his pinkie out, and a fake English
accent.
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CASTER
Victoria. Wio nanes their kid Victoria?
Does he actually want her to grow up to
be a lingerie nodel ?

Bl ake cones over and throws his hands in front of Caster’s
nmoni tor and says, for all the office to hear:

BLAKE
Hey, quit looking at all that nman porn,
Gay Ray!

Bl ake | aughs | oudly and wal ks away. Caster w nces, goes
back to typing.

CASTER
Oh, have | nentioned that he's been
calling ne "Gay Ray?"

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON - DAY

She’s hard at work, about to whip sone poor soul.

NOSTRTADOM NATRI X
What he's doing is sexual harassnent. He
di sgusts ne.

| NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE

Caster is pushed back fromhis conputer, nervously Kkicking
his trash can.

CASTER
This is sexual harassnent? But |'m not
gay. Doesn't he have to grab nmy butt or
sonet hi ng?

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON

She twists the whip in her hands, the | eather creaking. She
speaks obliquely at the canera.

NOSTRTADOM NATRI X

Sexual harassnent is creating an
envi ronnment that makes peopl e feel
sexual |y threatened, having their
sexual ity called into question, or
having to listen to coworkers tal k about
sexual stuff in the office.

(Stal king back to a good whi ppi ng

di stance fromher victim)
| realize everyone is all up in arns
about being "PC " but there’s a huge
di fference between being PC and havi ng
basi ¢ manners.



24

She winds up and lets fly. CRACK
EXT. SHADOE' S TRAI LER — DAY

Caster stands at the door, knocking. The w ndows are dark.
He steps away fromthe trailer and | ooks around, frustrated.

| NT. CI RCLE K — DAY
Caster wal ks in and over to Turbo Dan, who is working.

CASTER
So if you don't have her phone nunber,
how do you get in touch with her when
we're going to hang out?

TURBO DAN
| don't, she just shows up. She’ s over
at ny place like, all the tine.

Caster’s reaction. Quch

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — CONTI NUOUS

Caster flips the channel, and LuvBunny appears on the
screen.

LUVBUNNY
How about this. Tape a map to her door
like a treasure hunt. You could send her
around to a bunch of places with the map
finally ending at your house. That way
she'd "just show up" for you

Caster breaks into a slow grin.

EXT. SHADCE S TRAI LER — DAY
Caster sneaks up to the trailer like Peter Sellers.

CASTER (V. Q)
You guys are the nost amazing people on
the Internet.

Caster tapes a note to her door. As he darts away, we zoom
in on the scrap of paper. It reads:

"At the Crcle K
No one buys the cereal
Find the next clue there."

I NT. CI RCLE K

We zoom through the aisle to focus our attention on a dusty
box of cereal with a note taped to it.



CASTER (V. Q)
In all the tine |I've been frequenting
that particular Crcle K, | think the
entire sell through has been [imted to
fountain drinks and magazi nes. Nobody
wi |l be buying that crap.

The canera turns around and zoons out the door and down the
street.

CASTER (V. Q)
|"mnot going to type out the whole
thing for you. Get your own stalker.

EXT. PARK — DAY

Caster sits fidgeting on a bench, reading a brand-new copy
of Brave New Worl d. (Laurel Park or Payne Park)

| NSERT

Cheesy graphics of a flat 2D beach. A flat 2D Caster waits
on a towel. Perhaps franed as a Phot oshop w ndow.

CASTER( V. Q.)
Ideally it would have been the beach,
but if she didn't have a car that woul d
al nost certainly have wound up bri nging
Turbo Dan into the equation.

Little 2D cutout Turbo Dan and Shadoe totter into the frane,
a red marker frantically scribbles the scene out.

BACK TO SCENE

Now Caster has gone fromfidgeting to truly agitated,
t hi nki ng somet hi ng has gone w ong.

I NT. CI RCLE K

A SHOPPER wal ks of f with the box of cereal just as Shadoe
arrives.

CASTER (V. Q)
| actually had nyself convinced that
sonmebody had bought the box of cereal,
and Shadoe just ended up taking the
first note to Turbo Dan's house.

EXT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT — DAY

Tur bo Dan opens the door. Shadoe stands there with the note,
and a visible "WF?" hangi ng over her head.
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EXT. PARK — CONTI NU NG

Caster | ooks up as he hears a bicycle approach. It’s
Shadoe, riding her girly hot pink nunber. She’s wearing her
work uniform and a smle just for him

CASTER
It's about tine. | called for a price
check three hours ago!

SHADOE

Sorry, when | saw the note | got so
excited | didn't want to waste tine

changi ng.
CASTER
Well | hope you' re not disappointed with
what you found at the end.
SHADOE
Not at all! |I've been waiting all day

for sonebody to make a good “price
check” | oke.

EXT. PARK — LATER
They sit together, |aughing and joking, discussing the book.

EXT. THE PARK — LATER

The evening is wi nding down, sunset approaching. They wal k
in the park.

CASTER
| know the treasure hunt was fun, but
could I have your phone nunber for next

tinme?
SHADOE
(rolling her eyes)
| told you, I don't have a phone.
CASTER

How can you not have a phone? Everybody
has a phone.

SHADOE

Abori gi nes don't have phones.
CASTER

Ckay, everybody in America has a phone.
SHADOE

Not everybody. In New Mexico there are
whol e communities that live off the
grid.



Caster gives up, nothing to say. She puts her hand on his
| eg.

SHADOE
(conti nui ng)
If it bothers you so much, just give ne
your nunber and | can call you from
wor K.

Caster snmles over at her.

EXT. SHADOE' S TRAI LER — NI GHT
Caster wheels her bike to her from around the car.

SHADCE
| had a great tinme. Let's hang out
nore, okay?

CASTER
Okay! W should...go see “Ninja Bride
Vol une Ei ght” on Friday.

SHADCE
kay.
Caster | eans over, like he wants to kiss her, but not far
enough. He | ooks down, extends the bike.
CASTER
Call ne!
SHADCE
(sighs)

| don’t have a phone.

| NT. HOOCH S PAD — NI GHT
He’' s throwi ng darts again.

HOOCH

| feel the need to point out that the
"shy guy wants to give you a kiss but
can't" bit is only cute for so | ong.
Next tinme you gotta get that kiss or you
risk falling firmy into the friend
abyss, and | tell you, there's no lovin'
to be had there.

(He’'s thrown themall, goes to

pl uck them out.)
"Let's hang out nore, okay?" is girl
code. You had perm ssion and you
aborted. Don't let it happen again.

EXT. SHADOE' S TRAI LER — CONTI NUI NG

Caster wat ches Shadoe go in and cl ose the door.
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TI TLE CARD

Wrst. Date. Ever.
Current nood: bitchy

| NT. MOVI E THEATRE LOBBY — NI GHT

Caster cones in the door

CASTER

kay, so Shadoe and

went on a "date"

| ast night. Nothing could have happened
to make the night go worse.

Shadoe is there, |ooking gorgeous,
| ooki ng his usual |ook. Caster

CASTER

(to Turbo

Dan)

What are you doi ng here?
TURBO DAN

“Ninja Bride,”

Freeze frane on Caster

right?

CASTER (V. Q)
Apparently when | said "we" as in
and Shadoe" should go to see “Ninja
Bride,” | had been m sinterpreted.

| NT. MOVI E THEATRE — NI GHT
Caster sits glumMy w th Shadoe and Turbo Dan.

EXT. BOX OFFI CE — NI GHT

Turbo Dan is scanmm ng Tory.

CASTER
You know "children's price ticket" girl

fromthe box office? Well

but so is Turbo Dan,
is taken aback.

nme

Tur bo Dan

finally got those free passes that he's
been scamm ng for.

Caster is stewi ng. Shadoe is uninpressed.

CASTER
And that's still not all.

EXT. BACK OF THE THEATRE

- NI GHT

As they' re leaving, the run into Tory getting off work.

She’ s wearing big pants,
trucker cap.

TORY

a nechanic shirt,

eno gl asses and a

Hey, did you enjoy your free novie?
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TURBO DAN

The only thing that could have made it
better is if you had been there too,
(readi ng the name on her shirt)

Fl oyd.
Caster and Shadoe are about to gag.

TORY

Actually, it’s Tory.
TURBO DAN

Li ke Tory Sinclair?
TORY

Yeah, | guess.

Freeze frane on Tory.
CASTER (V. Q)

She obviously didn't know what he was
tal king about. | just INMDbed it. Porn

star. Unbeli evabl e.

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON -

NI GHT

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
| think Hooch woul d have to agree that
Turbo Dan showed his ass. This is what
you want, hon. |'m serious.

I NT. HOOCH S PAD — NI GHT
HOOCH

| would have to agree. Next tinme, shoot
Shadoe a "nmeani ngful glance" to show
that the ass show ng has been nmarked,
but let it go. She'll appreciate that

you' re not a hot head.

| NT. CASTER S BEDROOM — NI GHT
He's getting ready for a date.
CASTER

|"ve been rolling ny eyes at Turbo Dan's
behavi or for years. | had no idea
could actually benefit fromit!

(He conbs his hair.
| just called Shadoe at

)

the auto parts

store and made a date, for real, wth

j ust her.

I NT. TOMW BAHAMVAS — NI GHT

Shadoe is wearing a hot red dress.

She and Caster are
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tal ki ng, and | aughi ng, having a good tine. Caster beans at
her. A beat for us to feel good for him

SHADCE
You're so much easier to talk to than
Turbo Dan. W’ ve been dating for two

months and | still can't tell if he
really likes nme or if he's just using ne
for sex.

We swing over to Caster. The proverbial iceberg has been
hit, and his ship is going down.

I NT. CASTER S LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT

He sits on the couch, near catatonic. H's online friends
surround him synpathetic.

LUVBUNNY
Mot her of hell. Didn't Turbo Dan say
t here was not hing goi ng on between them
when you asked? Did you even ask?

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
|"mso sorry you had to hear that.
But the ganme ain't over yet, Rocky. Go
by there today, take her out again,
what ever .

LUVBUNNY
Take this opportunity to strengthen and
further deepen your relationship with

Shadoe. | know that staying on a friend
| evel mght be hard, but you'll fill an
enotional void that Turbo Dan doesn't
seemto be filling.

HOOCH

For CGod's sake, don't listen to
LuvBunny! You set yourself up as "just a
friend" now and you'll becone the
enot i onal dunpi ng ground where

she conpl ai ns about crappy guys. And |
prom se you you won't be filling any
voids then, if you know what |’ m sayin’.

The phone rings. Caster |ooks over at it, and his friends
have di sappeared. W hear the answering machi ne pick up

TURBO DAN S VO CE
Hey man. Me and Scottie are going to go
bow i ng. You should cone. Lotsa |aughs.

The nessage ends. A hint of an expression |ike bottled rage

crosses Caster’s face, then it’s back to nothing. LuvBunny
and Hooch reappear.
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LUVBUNNY
Get back in there and finish this. Tel
her how you feel. If it's a "no,” it

wi |l suck, sure, but it's not going to
be a "yes" unless you take the chance.

So do it.

HOOCH
Ray, just this one time, listen to
LuvBunny.

EXT. SHADOE' S TRAI LER — DAY

Shadoe opens to door to Caster, who is standing outside.
hear sone big band nusic playing inside. She's barefoot,
wearing a halter top, braless, and a thin, gauzy skirt.

SHADOE
Hey! Where have you been this week? Cone
on in!

| NT. SHADCE' S TRAI LER

Caster |ooks around, it’s hot and he’'s sweating. The
trailer is tiny, with a college-y vibe to it. Not nuch
furniture, just a futon in bed nobde and sonme secondhand
stuff. But tons and tons of books on the table, on the
floor, in stacks. Books w th boards across them nmaking
shel ves to hol d ot her books.

Ray sits on the futon. Shadoe starts |ighting candl es.

CASTER
Who are we |istening to?
SHADCE
denn MIler. Like hinf
CASTER
| don’t know his stuff, but it sounds

famliar.

(He flips through her records)
These things are heavy. They aren’t |ike
the “Weird Al” records | had as a kid.

SHADOE
Yeah, they all came from Goodwi Il with
the record pl ayer.

e

She finishes with the candles, puts a different record on,
and turns the crank that powers it. The nusic is hypnotic.
She sits next to Caster on the bed. He | ooks around at the

candl es.

CASTER
That’s pretty cool. I'ma retard about
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anything earlier than about 1982 as far
as nusi c goes.

She smles. A beat, and then Caster |l eans in and ki sses
her. She doesn’t freak, but she doesn’'t kiss back. He
breaks it off.

SHADCE
Ray, what was that all about?

CASTER
Shadoe, you are the nost beautiful and
intelligent and
(with a gesture around the room
deci dedly nost well read wonan |'ve ever
known, and |'ve wanted to be close to
you since the mnute we net.

She | ooks troubl ed, but happy, then hurt.

SHADOE
You're sweet. And a great guy. And |
really enjoy hanging out with you, but
just as friends. Is that okay?

CASTER

But what about all of these candl es?
SHADCE

They were for |ight.
CASTER

But candlelight is supposed to be
romantic! Why candl es?

SHADOE
| don't have electricity.

Caster takes this in.

| NT. FLORI DA DI VE BAR — NI GHT

Caster and Scottie are at the bar, SCOITIE talking two nmiles
a mnute, and Caster just taking it.

Turbo Dan, Shadoe, and Tory show up. Scottie gives Turbo Dan
this big manly bear hug thing then kisses Shadoe on the
cheek. He takes Tory’s hand.

TURBO DAN
Dude, this is that girl | was telling
you about before. Tory.

Scottie steps back and | ooks her up and down.

SCOTTI E
Tory, huh? Short for statutory?
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Caster |aughs. Tory rebuts with a doubl e-deuce m ddl e
finger.

TURBO DAN
Alright, let’s drink it up! Bartender!
Two cervesas, por favor!

The bar keep | ooks at them dubi ously, indicating Tory.

BARTENDER

| need to see sone |I.D. from her
TURBO DAN

Conme on man, be cool
TORY

Nahh, | get this shit all the

tine.

She goes fishing in the big wallet chained to her pocket and
gives the bartender her driver's license. He |looks at it,
then | ooks at her, then back at it. A long, unconfortable
beat, then he hands it back.

BARTENDER
(to Shadoe)
What can | get you?

SHADCE
Tequi | a.

SERI ES OF SHOTS
A) They get a booth and start drinking.

B) Turbo Dan and Scottie are sitting on either side of
Tory, bonbarding her with attention.

C) Caster and Shadoe sit on the other side, ignored. Shadoe
is detached, drinking hard. But she doesn’'t lose it.
Caster is trashed.

I NT. FLORI DA DI VE BAR - LATER

Shadoe goes back to the bar, and Caster follows. W see her
face, and she’s broken up.

SHADOE
What is he doing with her? Wat's going
on? Is he nmad at nme? Was it sonething
that | did?

CASTER
| don't think it's anything to do with
you. Turbo Dan just has a short
attention span.



SHADCE
Well what am | supposed to do to keep
himinterested?

CASTER
What you've got to do is realize that
he's not worth the trouble.

SHADCE
"' msorry, Sundrop.

He reaches out, touches her face. She snmles weakly. He
wal ks back to the booth, turns to see her go out the door.

INT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY

Caster wal ks in and sees that Blake's cubicle is filled with
boxes of clothes, |anps and a skanky-| ooki ng orange chair
fromthe 70 s. Bl ake catches hi m| ooki ng.

BLAKE
Bitch threw ne out.

Caster doesn’'t say anything. He goes to his cubicle and
finds an identical orange 70's chair. It | ooks disgusting.
Caster sniffs unappreciatively.

CASTER
Un Blake, is this your chair?

BLAKE
(comes over)
They didn't both fit in nmy cube. You can
hold on to it until | find soneplace for
all ny shit.

Caster again says nothing, but he' s steaned.

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV LUNCH ROOM — LATER
Ofice party. Caster hangs by the wall, nursing a drink.

CASTER (V. Q)
Some big boss guy at work just retired
yest er day.

Bl ake i s drunk, and hanging on Caster, pretending to flirt
with him and | aughing in his face.

CASTER (V. Q)
Odinarily | avoid this crap |ike the
pl ague, but hey, free booze, right?

Bl ake grabs his ass.

BLAKE
| think this fruit is ripe! Ha ha ha!
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Freeze frane.

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON — DAY

NOSTRADOWNATRI X
You have to do sonething about him He
grabbed your ass. If you were a wonan
you'd be in court by now.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD - DAY

HOOCH
Don’t you guys have sone kind of boss
that you could like, file a report wth
or sonething? | tell ya, if you keep
putting up with his shit he’ s never
gonna st op.

I NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

He’ s wheel i ng Bl ake’ s orange chair out of his cubicle and
back into Bl ake’s.

CASTER
| don't know. | nean, sure |I'd like him
to get in big trouble, but the idea of
reporting himto HR nakes ne feel like

t he school yard snitch

SERI ES OF SHOTS

A) Shadoe and Caster hang in her hot trailer, she's
showi ng hi m books.

B) At work, the chair has returned to Caster’s cubicle.
C) Caster wheels it to the garbage.

D) Blake wheels it back, not anused.

INT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY

Caster tries to work, but Bl ake's argunentative voice is a
dul | drone in the background.

BLAKE (O.S.)
No, go ahead and let her stay out all
night with God knows who. Raise her to
be a slut just Iike her nother!

Di stracted, Caster gives up and scows at the chair in his
cubicle. He takes a marker and post-it notes, draws big
cartoony eyes. He sticks themon the chair, along with two
nore post-its for buck teeth. He sticks his foot into the
back of the chair and nakes the seat flap up and down like a
bi g orange nout h.
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CASTER

H, Chairy.

(maki ng a Muppet voice)
H, Ray! Wiy don't you cone over here
and sit on ne?

(I'n his regul ar voice)
Hey now! Shouldn't you at |east buy ne
di nner first?

Bl ake | ooks over the top of Caster’s cubicle.

BLAKE
Say, your cubicle | ooks so nice and
neat. Maybe you could help ne with m ne.
| need "Ray's Eye for the Straight Cuy."
Ha ha ha hal

CASTER
(snappi ng)
If it looks gay in here, maybe it's
because of this stupid orange chair!
l"mgoing to just throw it away and man
it up in here!

BLAKE
Ha ha. Don't even joke. 1've had those
chairs since college, they're all man.

Bl ake di sappears back into his cube, and Caster pathetically
drops his head into his hands, wondering exactly where he
went wong in life. W hear the sound of a DOORBELL

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

Caster’s not ready for work yet. He goes to the door, and
opens it to Shadoe. She holds up a little phone card.

SHADOE
Hey, can | use your phone to call ny
dad?
CASTER
Sure, yeah! Cone in.
| NT. BEDROOM
Caster finishes dressing and we hear the murnur of Shadoe’s
voi ce through the wall, upbeat and | aughy. He hears her hang
up, and goes out to the
LI VI NG ROOM
To meet her. Wthout warning, she bursts into tears.

CASTER
Hey, what's wrong?



SHADCE
(w ping her eyes)
l"msorry, 1'Il be OKin a mnute.
It’s no big deal, I"'msorry |I’macting
all psycho.
CASTER
| s everything okay?
SHADCE
Yeah. Well... no. M dad... he’'s been

battling pancreatic cancer for the past
few years. So he’s in pretty bad shape,

and it’s just... every tine | talk to
himnow | mafraid it's going to be the
[ ast tinme.

Caster holds her for a | ong beat.

EXT. LI DO BEACH — NI GHT
Caster and Shadoe sit on the lifeguard stand.

SHADOE
My dad used to be like, a
serious activist when he was younger. He
worked with my nomin the Peace Corps
and stuff, but for as long as | can
remenber they've been retired hippies.
My parents used to save the whal es and

what ever but all | do is schlep fan
belts and hang out with my friends.
CASTER

| guess | can relate, ny nomis a nurse.
Who knows how many people are

al i ve today because of her. Meanwhile |
sit in a crappy office, putting up wth
all kinds of pointless shit and just
rotti ng away.

Shadoe | ooks out over the water, watching an approaching
t hunder st orm

SHADOCE
You know, the nmore | think about it, I
think that the neaning of life is to
just leave the world a better place than
it was when you started. Not everybody
can save an endangered species or end a
war or what have you, but everybody can
make sone kind of positive difference,
even if it's just
to one person.
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CASTER
Well then your life is a success,
because ny life is so nuch better now
than it was before I net you

She pats his knee.

SHADCE
You're sweet.

He | eans over and ki sses her.
VH TE QUT

I NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

He comes in and all the clocks are blinking 12:00. He goes
to turn on his conputer, and nothing. He clicks the “on”
button with increasing urgency.

| NT. KI TCHEN

In super-fast tinme | apse notion we see Caster set his
conputer on his kitchen table, open it up, and spread its
guts all over his desk as he tries to troubl eshoot it back
to life. Back to real-tinme. Unsuccessful, he flops in his
chair, disgusted.

CASTER
Freakin’ |ightning. Sunshine state ny
ass.

| NT. CREDI T UNI OV LOBBY — NI GHT
Caster heads out with a piece of conputer equipnent.

CASTER
| think the problemw th my conputer was
a fried notherboard, so last night |
tried to "outsource"” one fromthe credit
uni on.

The security guard stops him

SECURI TY GUARD
Whoa whoa! |s that conpany property?

CASTER
Umn yeah. I'mjust borrowing it. They
said it was okay.

SECURI TY GUARD
Who said it was okay?

CASTER
You know... that |.T. guy... the one
with the gl asses.
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The security guard picks up the phone.

SECURI TY GUARD
What's hi s extension?

CASTER
| don't know. | think he's gone hone for
t he ni ght anyway.

SECURI TY GUARD
| can't let you take that out of here
wi t hout a signed equi pnent renoval form

CASTER
Oh, that's cool. I'"Il just go and take
care of that tonorrow

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT

He paces, staring straight ahead at his dissected conputer
on the table in the breakfast nook, alnobst shaking Iike a
heroi n addi ct going cold turkey. Shadoe | ooks on fromthe
couch.

CASTER
And the next day the |I.T. cabinet was
| ocked. My conmputer’s a goner.

SHADCE
Vel |l what do you do all night with the
| nt er net anyway?

CASTER
(Quiltily.)
Un e-mail.
SHADOE
(pointing to the comnputer)
kay, go sit down. |I'll send you e-mail.

Caster sits down in front of the blank nonitor, and she
starts scribbling on a Post-it note. She slaps it on the
noni t or .

SHADOE
You’ ve got mail!

They | augh.

CASTER
| think it's funny that A O L. marketing
is so ubiquitous that a girl with no
electricity knows "You' ve got mail."

I NT. CREDIT UNI OV BOSS' S OFFI CE — DAY

Caster peeks into a dark room sneaks in.



CASTER
Ever since that boss guy retired about a
nonth ago |'ve been wal ki ng past an
enpty office every day on the way to ny
cube.

Push in on Caster’s face.

CASTER

(conti nui ng)
Just out of curiosity |I checked in there
this norning, and that guy had a sweet
machine! It's just sitting there like a
huge ripe apple, hanging on the branch
yelling "Eat me!" |1've been working on a
brilliantly devious plan that also
smtes all of nmy enemes in the process.

I NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE — LATER

He's sitting in his cubicle, staring at Bl ake's chair and
broodi ng. W hear Bl ake’ s voi ce.

BLAKE (O.S.)
Because | |l ove her you bitch, that's
why! If you understood what | ove was,
you woul dn't |l et her stay out all night
doi ng drugs with those scunbags she
hangs out with!

W hear him slam down the phone and pound on the cubicle
wall in frustration

CASTER
Seriously dude, keep it down over there,
I m wor ki ng here.

BLAKE (O S.)
Just shut up and | eave ne al one, faggot.
You can't understand what it's like to
be a father.

Caster gets up and goes over to Blake' s cubicle

CASTER
Bl ake, |'ve told you a thousand tinmes to
take this chair out of nmy cubicle and if
you don’t..
BLAKE
Not now, Gay Ray, |I'mnot in the nood.
CASTER
Seriously, if you don't take that chair
back, I'mthrowing it out tonight.

Bl ake stands up and grow s in Caster face.
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BLAKE
No you won't. You know why? Because
you' ve got no balls. Go put on a dress,
fag. You don't want to nmess with ne
t oday.

Push in on Ray. He’'s done.

INT. CREDIT UNI ON — NI GHT

Caster’s head pops up over the cubicle walls. The place is
desert ed.

He dives back into his cubicle, pulls the bottom cushion off
the chair and unzips the back of it. He nmakes a face at the
al nost visible wave of snell as he pulls the crunbling
rectangl e of foamout of it.

He goes in the enpty office, unplugs everything fromthe
conputer, and stuffs it in the cushion cover

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV LOBBY — CONTI NU NG

Caster, smling to hinmself, wheels the chair with the
conputer in it through the | obby towards the security guard,
who | ooks at the chair skeptically.

SECURI TY GUARD
| s that personal property?

CASTER

(grinni ng)
Not for long, buddy. |I'm about to
finally throw this old piece of junk

away .

SECURI TY GUARD
(hol ds the door for Caster)
Have a good fourth.

Caster wal ks slowy, unhurriedly away fromthe guard, around
the building, then breaks into a run as soon as he’s out of
eyesi ght, pushing the chair ahead of him

| NT. DUMPSTER

Li ght pours in as Caster opens the |lid and heaves the chair
t owar ds us.

EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Caster’s car peels out. He drives triunphantly into the
ni ght.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

Caster wakes up, hearing pounding on the door. W see the



Caster brushes his teeth while she tal ks on the phone.
she’s still talking, he cleans the bathroom Then he's in
the living roomconforting her as she cries.

shiny new conputer in his bedroom He opens the front door,
and Shadoe enters in a panic, wearing her work uniform

CASTER
What ' s goi ng on?

SHADCE
| "msorry! Wien | got to work there were
i ke, a hundred nessages frommy nom |
tried to tell my boss | only gave ny nom
the store nunber for energencies, but he
was being a total dick so I just wal ked

out and cane over here. | need to cal
my nom but it’s a long distance call,
is that OK?

CASTER

What ? Yeah! Call your nom

SHADCE

Dad's been in the hospital for the past
few days. Momwas really scared he was
going to pass away and she coul dn't get
in touch with ne. She gave ne all Kkinds
of hell about not having a phone and not
bei ng responsi bl e and then she’s I|ike,
“Tal k to your father, while you stil
can."

(beat)
She’s not normally like that, she's just
been really stressed out |ately and
she's starting to lose it a little.

CASTER
Wy don’t you give her my phone nunber
i nst ead?

SHADOE

You're too nice, you don't have to.
CASTER

Seriously. 1t’s no problem
SHADOE

| guess | had better go back to work and
see how nmuch trouble I’min. Hopefully
"1l just end up having to work | ate.

CASTER
If you tell your boss what happened and
he doesn't cut you sone slack you need
to quit, because you re working with

VWhen
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Sat an.

INT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY

Bl ake expl odes on Caster the nonent Caster steps in the
of fice.

BLAKE
You better not have thrown out ny chair,
[

honmo. 1" ki ck your reaned-out faggot
ass!

CASTER
|"msorry. | told you that I would throw
it away on numerous occasions. | gave
you several weeks and made ny intentions
cl ear.

BLAKE

Shut up, fag. | already reported you to
HR, so don't go throwi ng any nore of ny
shit away tonight or your queer ass is
fired.

Bl ake storns off down the hall. W see Caster’s face nelt
from shock, to near-crying, to anger.

I NT. HR OFFI CE - DAY

Caster sticks his head in the door. ELLIE is in there. She
is in her early 50s, but she dresses |ike she's still a
freshman in coll ege.

CASTER
H, | need to talk to sonebody in HR
Can you hel p nme?

ELLI E

O course! Cone on in!
Caster starts tal king.

CASTER
Un there’s this guy in the cubicle next
to me naned Bl ake and all he does is
call nme “Gay Ray,” and..

ELLIE
Let ne stop you right there. | deal
nostly just with health and dental
benefits. You should talk to Julie about
this. She’s in her office. It's the one
wi t h SpongeBob on the door.

Aflurry of emails on flowery Qutl ook stationary fly behind
Caster’s head with the sound of Julie’s annoying, Sing-songy
voi ce reading them al oud. He w nces.
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CASTER
Julie.

Caster goes out in the hall and two offices down there's one
wi th a square SpongeBob SquarePants paper plate tacked to
it. He knocks and opens the door a crack.

CASTER
Hel | 0?

JULI E
Hey, can | hel p you?

JULIE is gorgeous wonman in her |ate twenties. Caster cones
in and sits down.

CASTER
You probably al ready know about this
fromyesterday, but..

Julie’s taking it all down on her conputer. W see Caster
conflicted. She’'s perfectly nice.

JULI E
No, he never cane down here at all, but
| promise you he'll be in here today.

She gets up, and she’s nuch taller than Ray. He starts to
gl ance down at her |egs and catches hinsel f. She shakes his
hand.

JULI E
"1l arrange a neeting with Bl ake and
hi s manager this afternoon. |If you want
to tal k about him or about anything,
don't hesitate to conme down here again.
Seriously.

Caster exits.

I NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE — LATER

Caster is working, and we hear the phone ring. W hear
Bl ake’ s voi ce:

BLAKE (O.S.)
(Burningly sarcastic.)
Oh, I"'msorry can't tal k about this now.

Apparently it would be inappropriate. It

m ght nake sonme people feel al
unconfortabl e.

Caster | ooks guilty.

| NSERT
Video clip of WII Smith in a YouTube w ndow.



I NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

Caster and Shadoe are | ooking at video clips of WIIl Smth
on the computer, laughing and doing imtations. The phone
rings. Caster picks it up.

CASTER
(his best WII Smth)
Aw hel | no!

SHADCE' S MOM
(Over phone, filtered)
Un.. is this Ray?

CASTER
Er, yeah, this is Ray. W is this?

Shadoe, off the phone now, sits cross-|egged on the bed and
tal king through her tears with Caster.

CASTER
So... how | ong does she want you to go
back for?
SHADOE
Vel l, you know, for as long as it takes.
CASTER
So... are you going to do it then?

Shadoe is quiet for a beat.

SERI ES OF SHOTS:

A
B)
@)
D)
E)
F)
&)

Shadoe rides her bike hone.

Caster |ies awake.

Caster sleepwal ks through work the next day
Caster Avoi ds Bl ake.

Caster hel ps Shadoe pack up her trailer.
They donate her furniture to Goodw I |I.

They donate her books to Sel by Library.

We hear Caster’'s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
So yeah. She's leaving. That's it.
That's that.

| NT. TOMW BAHAMMA' S - NI GHT

Cast er and Shadoe have di nner.
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CASTER (V. Q)
And it's not like we're even an
officially ratified couple either. W're
just best friends wth obvious sexual
t ensi on.

He presents her with a phone card. She smles sadly as we
cut to...

| NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE - DAY
Caster’s typing. We hear Bl ake's voice

BLAKE (O S.)
HAR HAR HAR HAR! SHUT UP!

| NT. CASTER' S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG
He’ s driving al one.

CASTER (V. Q)
What ever. Shadoe is on her way over and
we're going to dinner. Well, tine to
make sone menories. .

SERI ES OF SHOTS:

A) They kiss by the lifeguard stand on Lido Beach. Lips,
t ongue, passion. As soon as their |ips cone apart we
see they are torn in half.

B) At dawn, they retrieve Shadoe’'s trunk fromthe enpty
trailer.

C) They say their goodbyes at the Sarasota airport.

D) Caster arrives back home to find her pink bicycle still
chained to the railing outside his apartnent. He sits
down on the steps next to it.

E) Back inside, Caster watches TV in the dark.
| NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE

He’s working, Julie cones into his cube with a box full of
pens and Post-it notes.

JULI E
(Kuni from UHF voi ce)
Suppl i es!
CASTER
What ?
JULI E

Cone on, everybody' s doing it.
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CASTER
(taki ng sonme pens and stapl es)
Ckay. . .

JULI E
(i ndi cating Bl ake)
How are things?

CASTER
Fine. Actually not fine. He's at
[unch, so | mght as well tell you
Bl ake isn't pulling his weight. |'ve
been working overtine all week, and that
he’s been comng in late and | eaving
early. And he called ne "Gay Ray" again.

JULI E
Seriously? Well that's totally
unacceptable. I'll speak with his

manager. And | want to take you out to
lunch to nake up for the way the office
has been treating you.

CASTER
No, | don’t need synpathy food. And it’'s
not the whole office. Just him

INT. CREDIT UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Bl ake conme sinto his cubicle, pissed.

BLAKE
If you got a problemw th ne just tell
me, alright? Quit cryin' to your
girlfriend, you pussy.

CASTER
Bl ake, | don't ask you to be ny friend.
Al | ask is that you do your work and
| eave nme al one. Can we agree on that?

BLAKE
Screw you, Gay Ray.

NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON — DAY

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
|s there any "Three strikes and you're
out" type policy there? Methinks what he
just did is a firable offense.

LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROCOM — DAY

L UVBUNNY
Get himfired. Please. Trust me, it'd be
well worth it.
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I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — DAY

HOOCH
| wish | was |ike Bl ake. He sounds neat.

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — LATER

Caster’s working. Blake conmes in drunk. He stunbles into
Caster’s cubicle and starts shoving his nonitor |ike he's
trying to pick a fight with it.

CASTER
Un Bl ake, can | help you?

BLAKE
You think you' re so funny. Wiy don't you
m nd your own business you little
cocksucker?

CASTER
Go away, Bl ake.

BLAKE
O what, tough guy? Are you going to go
crying to your giant girlfriend agai n?

Bl ake starts laughing in Caster’s face.

BLAKE
(conti nui ng)
That's what | thought.

| NT. HALLWAY

Caster stal ks down the hallway, stifled rage.

I NT. JULIE S OFFI CE
She pulls out a riot shotgun and gives it a one-arnmed punp.

JULI E
Thanks for reporting this, Ray. |'ll
take care of it.

| NT. HALLWAY
Caster wal ks back down the hallway. W HEAR a PHONE RI NG NG

| NT. BLAKE S CUBI CLE
Bl ake picks up the phone.

BLAKE
Yeah?
(He listens, big sigh.)
Get offa my back, Sasquatch
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| NT. BLAKE' S CUBI CLE — LATER

Bl ake, escorted by the security guard and Julie, cleans out
his desk. Julie stands by with her arns crossed. Caster
peeks over the wall.

JULI E
Uh-uh. That stapler is conpany property.
Leave it.

Cut to Caster. Hi s expression doesn’t change, but a TITLE
types out below himin frane:

OVFG.OLROTFLI T P11t rat i1l
I NT. LUVBUNNY' S BEDROOM —DAY

She junps on the bed.

LUVBUNNY
yayaayyaayayyaayyaayyaayayy!!

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD - DAY

HOOCH
Holy crap! You are ny hero. Do you have
an action figure yet? Cuz 1'd be all
over that...

BLACK OUT

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — DAY

Scottie and Turbo Dan are watching TV, which blares in the
background. Tory takes a magazi ne out of her backpack.
Caster is talking quietly on the phone in his bedroomwth
Shadoe.

CASTER
So how s your dad?
SHADCE
(over phone, filtered)
He’'s doing great. 1In fact, he’'s

starting to get a little ornery because
he’s stuck in bed even though he says
he’s healthy as an ox. An ox with
Cancer.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM — LATER

Caster cones back in the living room Turbo Dan and Scottie
are gone but Tory is still there, sprawl ed out on the couch
readi ng her magazine and witing init with a marker. The TV
is off now, awkward silence.



TORY
The boys went to go and buy sone beer.

Caster sits down. He has nothing to say to this girl.

CASTER
So, what are you reading?

She holds it up so we can see the cover: a Frederick's of
Hol | ywood catal og. She sits up and starts show ng Caster
stuff she's got circled.

TORY
| f you were Dan, which of these would
you think would be hottest on nme?

CASTER
1] mn?ﬂ

TORY
| refuse to call him Turbo Dan. He's
not a goddamm Power Ranger.

CASTER
Yeah, it's kind of retarded, but than
again, so is he.

TORY
Yeah, yeah | know. But he's easy to get
along with and he's an incredible |ay.

And the conversation again grinds to a painful halt.

TORY
(Conti nui ng)
So who was on the phone?
CASTER
Oh, Shadoe.
TORY
| s she your girlfriend now?
CASTER
Vell, kind of. It's conplicated.
TORY

kay, your turn. | told you what
i ke about Dan, tell nme what you |like so
much about Shadoe.

CASTER
| |Iike Shadoe because she's really snart
and she's consci entious about making the
world a better place. And on top of
that, she actually speaks French.
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TORY
You speak French?

CASTER
No, but | kiss that way.

Pai nful sil ence.

TORY
So, which of these is your favorite?

After a nonent of pain and hesitation, Caster points one
out .

TORY
(conti nui ng)
So you want to see nme in that?

CASTER
Whoa, whoa there! | just said which was
ny favorite. | didn't say | wanted to
see you in any of these.

TORY
| know, | know. You want to see Shadoe
in that.

CASTER

Yes. Yes | do. That plus Shadoe equal s
t he perfect woman.

TORY
Ckay, |'Il hook you up.

She draws a big word ball oon above the picture that says
"We've got to save the whales! Qick to the Booknobil e!
Sockray Blue!" Then she wites "THE PERFECT WOMAN' at the
bottom tears it out and hangs it on Caster’s fridge. He
chuckles in spite of hinself.

Just then, Turbo Dan and Scottie wal k in.

TURBO DAN
W’ ve got Pabst and “Tank Grl,” you get
t he pizza.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

A quiet vignette of drinking and novi e wat chi ng.
SERI ES OF SHOTS:

A) Caster at work.

B) Caster at hone watchi ng Ti Vo.

C) Caster and Turbo Dan at the bar.



We HEAR Shadoe and Caster’s PHONE CONVERSATI ON OVER

SHADCE (V. Q)
(filtered, over phone)
Dad’ s been feeling even better this week
t han | ast week.

CASTER (V. Q)
(filtered, over phone)
It’s all because you nake peopl e feel
better just by being near them

SHADOE( V. Q.)
You're silly.

CASTER (V. Q)
You can't argue with results.

SHADCE (V. O.)

Anyway, | started working a few hours a
week in a used bookstore. | really kind
of like it.

CASTER (V. Q)
Well, duh. That's like, the perfect job
for you. You should get a job at the
Mai n Bookstore when you cone back to
Sar asot a.

SHADCE (V. Q)
(Di stant.)
Yeah, yeah. Good idea.

| NT. CREDI T UNI OV SNACK ROOM — DAY

Caster is headed towards the vendi ng machi nes when he sees
Julie. He looks for an escape, but she sees him

JULI E

H Ray, how was your |ong weekend?
CASTER

Oh, um Fine. Bonbed out with friends.
JULI E

It's too bad that Labor Day was | ast
weekend, now |'ve got nothing to use for
my tinmesheet poemthis week.

He’'s trying to buy a drink, and when they stand facing each
other, he's eye level with her breasts, and he's trying not
to | ook.

CASTER
(di stracted)
Uh huh.
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JULI E
So, tell nme sonmething, and | want you to
be honest. Do you |ike ny poens?

CASTER
Un | don’t really know anythi ng about
poetry. Except hai ku. They have this
beautiful set neter so they're really
hard to screw up. You should try it.

JULI E
Yeah? Okay, | wll!

Caster slinks away, drink in hand.

| NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — LATER
Caster is typing when an e-mail cones up. He opens it.

JULIE (V.0O)
“ Anot her Thur sday
Payrol|l wants to hear from you
Submt your tinme sheets.”

Caster |eans back, smling.

CASTER
So full of neter and nystic beauty. Mre
i mportantly, so short.

W HEAR t he SOUND of hi m RECEI VI NG anot her e-mai |

CASTER
(He frowns, and opens it.)
She wants to know if |’ m doi ng anythi ng
for ny birthday on Saturday, and if |
wanted to do sonething with her

CASTER
(He starts typing a reply.)
How do you even know it's ny birthday?!

He sends, gets a reply.

JULIE (V.0O)
| know where you live too. The girls of
H. R know everyt hi ng.

CASTER
Ckay, now that's a little creepy.

| NT. HOOCH S PAD - DAY

He speaks not directly at the canmera, but near it.

HOOCH
HR Julie lliiiikkeess you. If it
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wasn't for Shadoe, 1'd say get a little
"l ove in an elevator."

| NT. LUVBUNNY' S BEDROOM — DAY
She sits up on the bed.

LUVBUNNY
Freaky. Next thing you know she'll be
hiding in your bushes wth a sock

puppet .

She | ooks up at her hand, speaking to enphasize the
syl | abl es of her hai ku:

LUVBUNNY
(Conti nui ng)
H R Julie Dear,
You are so freaking ne out
| don't date at work.

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

He cl oses the front door and wal ks to Julie’ s car, waiting
on the street.

INT. JULIE' S CAR
Caster gets in, closes the door

CASTER
Where are we goi ng?

JULI E
| al ways go joggi ng on the nmuseum
grounds, but |'ve never been in the
Crcus Museum and | thought it would be
fun!

Of his reaction as they start to drive.

I NT. Cl RCUS MUSEUM — DAY

It's basically a dusty ol d warehouse painted up in bright
colors and filled with old circus wagons and stai ned cl own
suits. They shuffle fromone creepy exhibit to another.

| NT. BANYAN CAFE — NI GHT
They eat dinner, chatting.

I NT. JULIE' S CAR — LATER
No sound as she hands hima card. He opens it.

CASTER
Movi e passes. Hey, thanks.



He smles, gets out, walks to his apartnent. She's alright,
that HR Julie. She's just a little bit not right.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT

Caster cones in, checks his nmessages. Shadoe is on the
answeri ng nmachi ne.

SHADCE
(filtered, over phone)
Happy birthday, Sundrop. If | was there
|"d junmp out of a cake for you.

Caster snmiles, a bit forlorn.

| NT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY
Caster is trying to send a fax when Julie cones by.

JULI E
H, Ray. Seen any good novies |ately?

CASTER
Un |ast novie | saw was “Shotgun Zonbi e
Five.” It was pretty good, but kind of

dunb.

JULI E
Have you seen “Liberty Valley?” | just
saw it the other day and it's really
good.

CASTER

|"ve been nmeaning to see that, but none
of ny friends were interested.

JULI E
"1l go see it again with you! It was
t hat good!

CASTER
Oh, that's okay. You don't have to sit
through it again, | could just go by
nmysel f.

JULI E
No seriously, | really want to see it
agai n. W can use our passes from your
birthday. 1'lIl meet you at the theater
t oni ght .

CASTER

(gul p)
Un okay, sure.
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I NT. MAI N BOOKSTORE — NI GHT

Caster is browsing. He picks up a book, turns it over,
nmusi ng. Looks at his watch.

EXT. MAIN STREET

Ray crosses the street towards the novie theatre, carrying a
bag with the book he bought. Wen he gets there Julie spots
hi m out of the crowd and rushes over.

JULI E
|"'mso sorry! Did you get ny nmessages?

CASTER
No, what happened?

JULI E
| screwed up on the novie. “Liberty
Valley” isn't playing here, it's at

Burns Court. We can still nmke it over
there on time though if we hurry!
CASTER

Oh, gosh. Let's forget it then. The
passes aren't good for that theater. |

guess we'll just have to call it a
ni ght .
JULI E
|"mso sorry! | rnust have | ooked at the
wrong theater on Yahoo! I'll buy you a
ticket at Burns Court to nmake up for it.
CASTER
No no, forget it, don't worry about it.
JULI E
|’ msorry. Are you sure?
CASTER
| " m sure.
JULI E
|’ m so sorry.
CASTER
It’s no trouble, really.
JULI E
This is such a disaster.
CASTER
It’ s okay.
JULI E

Let ne at | east get you a cup of coffee.



CASTER

(gives up)
Fi ne.

| NT. COFFEE SHOP — NI GHT

They sit, Caster not drinking his steaming full cup. Julie
noti ces his book.

JULI E
So, you like to read?

CASTER
| didn't used to read very much, but ny
girlfriend got me into it again.

JULI E
Oh. Hey, | didn't know you had a
girlfriend.

CASTER
Yeah, Shadoe. She's in California right
now hel ping out her father. | think |'ve
nmenti oned her before.

JULI E

Oh yeah, | renmenber, | just didn't
realize she was your girlfriend.

CASTER
Yep, she's the greatest. You'll have to
neet her when she cones back to
Sar asot a
JULI E
Definitely, I"'msure she's really cool
(beat)
| s that book good?
CASTER
| don't know, | just bought it.
JULI E
Well |let me know what you think of it
when you're done. | really Iike Harlan

Ellison. Did you know “The Term nator”
was based on two of his “Quter Limts”
epi sodes?

Caster, reacts, stunned.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — NI GHT

HOOCH
| still don't understand why you're so
afraid of Julie. You realize you are
all owed to have "just friends" that are



girls. Plus, you have to admt she
probably has nmore in conmon with you
than you realized.

INT. CREDIT UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Caster works at his conputer. The icons for LUVBUNNY, HOOCH

and NOSTRADOM NATRI X fl oat into frane.

CASTER
| just got an email fromH R Julie
asking if | wanted to go to "Oktoberfest
Suncoast” wth her tonight. Weird.

| NSERT

W see sonme Oktoberfest inmagery on the conputer

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
What do you think? Should I go or not?

LUVBUNNY
Yes! Seriously, why not? She knows where
things are at. She seens |like she'd be a
ot of fun at this sort of thing.

HOOCH
Dude, Oktoberfest! How could you not go?

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Go! Socializing isn't as bad as it
seens. Unl ess her whole plan to get you
drunk and tie you up at her place to be
her |l ove slave. Still, it’s better than
goi ng back to the office.

EXT. OKTOBERFEST - DAY

Caster and Julie tool around the fairground. Julie is
dressed like the St. Pauli Grl. W hear German nusic, see
the Keg Hurling contest, the Beer Fraul eins courtesy of
Hooters, Caster and Julie at the finger westling booth.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — DAY

He’s on the phone, a weck. W HEAR SHADOE s VO CE on the
phone.

CASTER
Hel | 0?

SHADOE
(filtered, over phone)
Hey, are you okay? You sound awful .
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CASTER
...just a bit hung over..
SHADOE
Ch, do you want ne to call back later?
CASTER
No, what’s up?
SHADOE
Vell, I'"’'mgoing to look a little
different the next tinme you see ne.
CASTER
Gh?
SHADOE
Vel |, you know the conmunity art program
| was telling you about?
CASTER
Yeah?

| NSERT

Shadoe is working with the kids, painting a nural.

BACK TO SCENE

SHADOE
Theresa and | were doing a nmural with
t he kids today and one of them
accidentally knocked a bucket of bl ack
paint all over nmy head and back.

| NSERT

We see her bending down and hel ping one kid wth sonething
and this other kid knocks over a stool right on top of her
and dunps bl ack paint all over her hair and down her back.

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
So is this a |l ook you' re going to go
with?

| NSERT

She tries to wash the paint out in the shower. Qut of the
shower, in a towel, she's taking scissors to her hair.

SHADCE

(giggling) ,
No, but by the tinme | could wash it out



it had conpletely dried and | had to cut
it out of ny braids

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
Ch ny god, | would have rurdered him
SHADCE
Yeah, well , what can you do? It was a
m st ake.
CASTER

Ww. You must | ook so different. |
wish | could see you

SHADCE
| know, me too.

TI TLE CARD
THAR BE RANTS HERE
Current nood: cranky

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

Caster has his conmputer open on the table, trying to get the
burner to work. He’s frustrated.

Caster picks up the phone, dials. Her dad picks up.

SHADCE' S DAD
(Filtered, over phone)
Beaupr e residence.

CASTER
Umn is Shadoe there?

SHADCE' S DAD

|’ msorry, she’s out with Luis. 1Is this
Caster?

CASTER
Un yeah. Sorry to bother you, I'll call
back | ater

SHADOE' S DAD
It sounds |ike you have sonething on
your mnd...

CASTER
Un yeah, but it’s nothing inportant.

SHADOE S DAD
What is it?

CASTER
Ckay. 1, uh...
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| NSERT
I n Best Buy, Caster picks up a box. He’'s in |ove.

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
| just went over to Best Buy and they
had a Databurn 132-A DVD burner as an
open box deal for only fifty dollars.

SHADOE' S DAD
Sweet .

CASTER
O so | thought. So far |'ve nmade about
ten dollars worth of coasters. So | went
to take it back

| NSERT

A reverse of the conmercial where the custoner wal ks happily
away fromthe store, Caster stal ks unhappily back to Best
Buy. Inside, Caster waits in a long line, struggles with
enpl oyees.

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
But it's Saturday, so | ended up having
to pay another ninety dollars to upgrade
to the 132-B.

The doorbell rings. Caster opens the door, lets Julie in.

JULI E
Hey, you ready for the novie?

CASTER
Yeah. Sorry to cut you off, sir, but I
gotta go.

JULI E

No no, that's fine we've got tine, talk,
"1l just hang out.

Julie starts poking around the apartnent.

SHADCE' S DAD
So tell nme about your job, your famly,
a-z.

CASTER
Un I'’mrunning low on time, you don’'t
really want to get me started on the
Credit Union.
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SHADCOE’ S DAD

(filtered)
So, tell me this. Were do you think
you'll be in five years?

CASTER
Un considering the election results,
probably be in Canada with the rest of
t he reasonabl e people. Can you recomend
a nice city?

SHADCE' S DAD
(filtered)
Canada isn't the answer, Raynond. My
generation worked hard to end the war
and protect civil rights. Do you think
the country woul d be better or worse off
if we had all just given up and run to

Canada?
CASTER
Yeah, | guess that’s true.
SHADCE' S DAD
(filtered)

I f you truly care about sonething, you
have to be willing to throw away
everything for it.

CASTER
(1 ooks at Julie)
Huh.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT - LATER

The second he gets off the phone Julie is p
“ PERFECT WOMAN’ nmgazi ne cutout on the frid

CASTER
That's a long story. | was here al
alone with nmy friend s annoying
girlfriend and she started naking fun of
me and witing all of these things that
she thought | wanted to hear.

ointing at the
ge with a scow .

JULI E
| see.
CASTER
So you're like, an hour early. What’s
up?
JULI E
Not hing. | thought we could go and get

coffee or sonmething first.



CASTER
Mmh. Look, even though we had coffee

before, | hate coffee, and | don't want
to get coffee again, ever
JULI E

(only fazed for a second)
Okay! Let's get m | kshakes!

CASTER
Fi ne.
They start to go, but Julie stops in the kitchen | ooking at
the inside of his conmputer case — still open on the table.
JULI E

(confused)
s that what | think it is?

Caster cones around to see what she’s | ooking at.
| NSERT — HER POV

An inventory control sticker inside of the case!

BACK TO CASTER

CASTER
Yeah, it is.
JULI E
(beat)

Let's pretend that | never saw that.
Caster works on that a mnute, and we go to..
EXT. MOVI E THEATRE — NI GHT

Caster and Julie conme up to Tory at the box office.

TORY
Qoooh, is this your new
giiiiiiitirlfri eeeeeeeeeend?
CASTER
No, no she's just a friend. Shadoe is ny
girlfriend.
TORY
HA!' You wi sh!
CASTER
Ha ha, shut up
TORY
(to Julie)

Seriously, though. She is so not his
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girlfriend.
They wal k away with their tickets.

JULI E
VWhat was that all about?

CASTER
| don't know. |'ve never seen her before
inny life. Heh.

Julie goes to get seats and Caster waits in the concessions
line and funes.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — LATER

Caster cones in, sits down at the table. Gets up, tears out
the interior conputer sticker, and tries to throw it away
but it sticks to his fingers. He gets it off and pl unks
back down, exhaust ed.

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Julie cones in to Caster’s cubicle.

JULI E
Hey.

CASTER
Hey.

JULI E

|’ mgetting a new couch delivered to ny
apartnent tonorrow.

CASTER
That' s cool

JULI E
So | need to get rid of the other one,
and the store is going to charge ne a
huge fee for disposal if | have them

take it.
CASTER
Ch, sorry, | don't have room for another
couch.
JULI E
No, | just need sonebody to come over

tonight and help ne throw it away. And |
know how good you are at throw ng away
chairs.

CASTER
Um okay.
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We hear knocking on a door.

JULIE (O S.)
Cone i n!

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - NI GHT
Caster enters.

JULI E
Hey, strong man, how about a beer
before we start westling that couch?

CASTER
Shoul dn't we start drinking after
t he heavy lifting?

JULI E
If we wait until after, there will be
nowhere to sit.

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT - LATER

They're sitting there drinking and tal king. Caster is
starting to get drunk, but al so nervous.

JULI E
But then the conpany is switching to the
new 401(k) plan. It is so much work for
HR it is not to be believed, and..

The sound of her voice fades out as we push in on Caster.
Finally he blurts out:

CASTER
You're not mad at ne about the
conputer, are you?

JULI E
No no! Not at all. | was just surprised.
| really thought Blake took it.

CASTER

So does that screw up his whol e reason
for being fired and everythi ng?

JULI E
Oh no, that never really cane into it.
He got fired because he was being so
cruel to you all the tinme, and he was
creating a hostile work environnment.
(predatorily)
So what was that ticket girl talking
about ? Shadoe's not your girlfriend?

CASTER
Vell, not technically. W were
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practically... but then she had to go to
California to take care of her dad, and
| don’t really know.

JULI E
So Shadoe's the perfect woman?
CASTER
| f she's not, she's the closest |'ve
ever nmet.
JULI E
Vell, | have to go to the powder room
then we're gonna nove this couch
She goes into the bathroomand Caster gets up... and he’'s
nmore drunk than he realized.
CASTER

Holy shit, I'"mgoing fall down the
stairs and break nmy neck.

Caster starts noving around, trying to knock the drunk out
of hinmself. Julie cones out of the bathroom wearing nothing
but the lingerie fromthe “Perfect Woman" picture. Caster
gapes confusedly at her.

CASTER
How are you going to nove the couch
dressed |ike that?

JULI E
(puts her hands on Caster’s
shoul ders)
We've got to save the whales! Quick, to
t he booknobil e! Sacré bl eu!

CASTER
What are you doi ng?
JULI E
Forget Shadoe, |'m your perfect

woman.

Julie | eans down and ki sses him The passion builds, and
they funble their way to the couch

Now they’'re in a stage of partial undress and awkwardly
going at it.

| NT. CASTER S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG
Caster driving home, he’s really torn up

CASTER
Julie wanted nme to stay but | just told
her that | couldn't because | had to
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cone honme and change ny cl ot hes and
what ever, and she said it was okay. So
what’s our deal now?

I NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

He conmes in but doesn’'t turn on the light.

| NT. BEDROOM
He types at his conputer
CASTER
| wish | could just hit “control Z” and
never have gone there tonight. |I'm such
an idiot. | don't know how | can face

Julie at work tonorrow.

Caster gets up and paces nervously. LuvBunny, Hooch and
Nostradom natrix all appear in the room talking over one
anot her .

LUVBUNNY
| think you are the victimhere. Julie
invited you over on fal se pretenses, she
gave you beer, and she had to have been
pl anning this nove for a while to be
wearing the “perfect woman” deal .

HOOCH
It woul d behoove you to recall that
Shadoe dated Turbo Dan “for the nookie”
and nothing else. | think anybody that
can do that wll understand a one night
drunken hookup.

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Peopl e that work in HR have absol utely
no right to behave this way. And no
nooki e is worth what you're feeling
right now. But | guess you've figured
t hat out.

HOOCH
| still don't see what's wong with
Julie! Stop pretending you' re not a
| ucky bastard. So your first time wasn't
the bed of white dove feathers and rose
petals that you had al ways dreaned of.
You did all right.

Caster just flops on his bed, mserable, tuning them out.

| NT. CREDI T UNl ON CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY
Julie is in Caster’s cubicle talking happily to him and



he’s torn, unconfortable. Wen she | eaves, she gives hima
peck on the lips. DAVE wal ks by a nonment |ater.

DAVE
Ww, Julie's sure in a great nood
today. | wonder what got into her.

Caster |ooks guilty. We hear the crackle and beep of an
answering machi ne pl ayback. Shadoe is softly crying.

SHADCOE' S VO CE
(filtered)
Um .. hi. lt’s nme. Just...

I NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

He stands by the answering machi ne, dejected and exhaust ed.

SHADCE' S VA CE
(filtered)
Un.. call ne, okay?

Caster picks up the phone.
| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

He's at hone alone, in the dark, on the couch.

CASTER
Thi s has been a tough week.

| NT — SHADOE' S PARENTS HOUSE - DAY
Lui s hel ps Shadoe carry flowers into the house.

CASTER (V. Q)
| tal ked to Shadoe a | ot over the
weekend, but there wasn't really very
much to say.

INT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY

Julie is hanging out in Caster’s cube.

CASTER
so finally, he passed away and |
just... really want to be alone for a

while. It doesn't have anything to do
wi th you. Thanks for the offer, though.

Juli e nods synpathetically.
| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

Caster brings his mail in, opens a synpathy card from Julie.
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| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — LATER

Caster opens the door, there’'s Julie with takeout.

JULI E
Hey, | just cane by to see how you were
doing... and to bring you some | unch.
CASTER

(smles weakly at her)
Thanks. That’s... very thoughtful.
(beat)
You know, |’mactually really happy to
see you.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — LATER
They sit on the couch, eating the |unch.

JULI E
You know, if you don’t have Thanksgi vi ng
plans, |I’mgoing up to Tanpa tonorrow to
have diner with ny parents. You're
wel comre to cone along. I|If you want.

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY
Caster lying on the bed, w ped out.

CASTER
That was weird. | don't know what to do
with that one. It seens |ike
a | ose-1ose situation.

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON - NI GHT

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
| wouldn't look at it |ike nmeeting her
parents. Sonetinmes it's just nice to
spend holidays with people. If | were
you, | would go with Julie.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD - NI GHT

HOOCH
Nah. Go there. Get out. Eat. Fall asleep
in front of the TV. It's the |east you
can do.

I NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM - NI GHT

LUVBUNNY
It sounds |ike a cute conpanion and free
food is just what you need right now.
Now that | nention it, that sounds |ike
what | need right now. ..



I NT. JULIE S PARENT' S HOUSE - NI GHT

Caster sits at the dinner table with Julie, JULIE S DAD and
JULIE S BROTHER. JULIES MOM a CGernman frau, brings a tray
heapi ng with sauerkraut and brats in fromthe kitchen.

JULI E S DAD
So, you like football?
CASTER
No.
JULI E S DAD
You |i ke basketbal | ?
CASTER
No.
JULI E S DAD
You | i ke basebal | ?
CASTER
No.
JULI E S DAD
Well, what do you like?
CASTER
“Star Trek.”

| NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM — DAY

LUVBUNNY
So are you and Julie like, an item now,
or are you just “strong friends?”

| NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY
He types.

CASTER
Me and Julie are just friends. | guess
she's a cool chick, but she's not ny
cool chick, you know?

Christmassy nusic kicks in as we see a...

SERI ES OF SHOTS
A) Caster goes Christmas shopping at the mall with Julie.

B) W see the shopping bags in the garbage as Caster buys
gifts online.

C) Caster mmkes cookies with Julie at her apartnment. They
throw fl our at each other.
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I NT. CREDI T UNI OV LUNCH ROOM — DAY

Caster walks in to the “holiday |uncheon” party. Dave sees
him and cones over

DAVE
There he is. You re a |ucky bastard,
you know t hat ?

CASTER
Huh?

DAVE
(indicates the food table)
Check it out.

There's a huge nmountain of cookies with a pronminently
di spl ayed card: "FromJulie and Ray," encircled with tiny
red and green hearts.

Everybody’s staring at Caster. He turns around to slink out
of the roomand runs into Julie's Christmas-sweater. He

| ooks up at her face just in tinme to notice what she's
hol di ng. M st et oe.

She kisses him After a beat, he kisses her back.

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — NI GHT
He holds a martini.

HOOCH
So, despite what you may think, Julie is
now of ficially your girlfriend.
Sorry to break it to you.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT
He types:

CASTER
Don't | have to sign sonme kind of
perm ssion slip or something?

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — NI GHT

HOOCH
You did. It's called, "Kissing her in
front of your coworkers." Ch, and you
had hot nonkey circus sex with her.
Don't forget that.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY
Caster’s on the phone. W HEAR t he voice of SHADOE S MOM
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SHADCE' S MOM
Hel | 0?

CASTER
H, it’s Ray. 1|s Shadoe there?

W see, beside him a stack of nmmil

| NSERT

On top is a handnade card with of all kinds of |ayers of

bl ue paper and glitter. It has a big glittery white sun on
the front and says, "Happy Wnter Sol stice, Love Shadoe and
Luis.”

SHADCE' S MOM
No, Ray, I'msorry, she’'s out with Luis.
| think volunteering at a honel ess
shelter for Christmas dinner.

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
She’s too good for ne.

SHADCE' S MOM
1’11 tell her you call ed.

I NT. JULIE S PARENT" S HOUSE — DAY

Warm and festive. Julie and Caster exchange gifts on the
couch on Christmas day. It’s an old fashioned Gernan-
Anerican Christmas cel ebration. Lots of beer and sausage-
based nmeat products. Julie gives himthe “Return of the
King” DVD, but he’s a little disappointed. He gives her the
first season of SpongeBob.

EXT. JULIE S PARENT' S HOUSE — NI GHT

Julie schools Caster at basketball in the driveway. 1It's a
pat heti c, emascul ati ng shut-out. They col |l apse onto the
gr ound.

JULI E
(breat hi ng hard)
Remat ch?
CASTER

(at death’s door)
Let me catch ny lungs first. No,
they' re gone. Sorry.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

Caster scrawl s a card.
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| NSERT

W see, on the table, a little gold necklace shaped |ike the
sun. The card says "Shadoe - Happy Late Wnter Sol stice. My
each of your new days be brighter than the previous."

BACK TO SCENE

CASTER
(chuckling to hinself)
Astronony hunmor. I'mso clever

I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT — NI GHT
They’'re sitting on the new couch, watching TV.

CASTER
So, do you want to go to Turbo Dan’s New
Year’s party tonorrow? You' re wel cone,
but I've got to warn you, there's going
to be a lot of guys there getting drunk
and being | oud asshol es.

JULI E
So why do you want to go? You hate | oud
asshol es.

CASTER
Well, yeah, but they're ny friends.

JULI E
But | already bought you a ticket to ny

party.

CASTER
Ti cket? Party? \Wat ?

JULI E
The chanpagne toast at the Clarion. | go
every year. The tickets are a hundred
dol I ars each

CASTER
Wiy didn't you ask ne before getting ne
a ticket?
JULI E
It was supposed to be a surprise!
CASTER

What, because | didn't have any pl ans
for Thanksgiving or Christmas, you just
assuned that | didn't have anything for
New Year's either?

JULI E
No, I...



CASTER
kay, that’s fine. Maybe we can go to
Turbo Dan's first and then drive up to
Tanpa.

JULI E
If you just want to go there to get free
beer, there's an open bar all night at

nmy party.

CASTER
But | want to see all of ny friends

at ny party.

JULI E
Pl ease, Ray? This neans a lot to ne, |
spent a lot on it, you can see your
friends tonorrow

CASTER
Fine, fine. This is ny own dam fault
for waiting until the last m nute.

JULI E
Thank you.
(ki sses him
It’Il be fun, you'll see. Tonorrow
after work we can go rent you a tuxedo.
CASTER
A what 0?

I NT. HOTEL BALLROOM — NI GHT

It is a very posh, upscale hotel, and they are on the top
floor with a view overlooking the city.

Caster is by the open bar, drinking a martini with focused
concentration, |looking good in his tux. Julie enters the
room wearing an el egant bl ack sparkly gown. Caster |ooks at
her, but doesn’t really see her, and she knows it.

She i ntroduces himaround, we see a close-up of her lips as
she says the word “boyfriend.”

She and Caster drink up. Caster is |ooks concerned at how
much she’ s drinking, but she waggles a hotel roomkey at him
and whispers in his ear. They dance, they drink. They're
having a good tine, but it’'s kind of desperate.

At mdnight, they toast, they kiss. Fireworks out the
wi ndows, but not for them

BLACK OUT
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I NT. JULIE S APARTMENT — NI GHT
They are watching “RETURN OF THE KI NG ”

JULI E
(pointing to the screen)
So, who is he again?

CASTER
He’s Aragorn, son of Arathorn, heir to
t he throne of CGondor.

JULI E
And why does he talk to dead peopl e?

CASTER
They’ re cursed because the first tine
the dark lord attacked, they were
supposed to hel p Gondor and didn't.

JULI E
And why are the dead guys afraid of the
sword Agent Smith brought hinf

CASTER
(annoyed)

That’ s how they know he’s the rightful
heir of Gondor, because that’s
Ellendil’s sword that was broken in the
battl e they were supposed to hel p him
in.

JULI E
But if they weren't there, how woul d
t hey know that? And besides, couldn’'t
anybody just walk up with the sword?
How does that prove anything?

CASTER

(turns off the novie)
| think there should be a | aw t hat
peopl e shouldn't be able to see sequels
to novies that they haven't seen
t hi nki ng that they can just "catch up."
At | east not sequels with plotlines that
aren't about sports teans that finally
wi n the big chanpi onship.

JULI E
Fi ne, be that way.

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV SNACK ROOM — DAY

Caster and Julie are snacking.

JULI E
So what were you doing Tuesday? Who were
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you W th?

CASTER
Oh, it was a "redo" of Turbo Dan’s New
Year's party, but not really. He still
had beer left over fromthe weekend. So
we tear into the stockpile, but every
time it alnost starts to turn into
drunken revelry Turbo Dan is shushing
everyone down. It turns out that the
cops got called in twice on his real New
Year's party, and now he's all worried
about getting evicted.

JULI E
Oh, you should have told ne, | really
want to neet your friends. So what are
we doi ng Sat urday?

CASTER
| was going bowing with the Turbo Dan
gang again. | don't want to be that guy
who neets a girl and then goes MI.A,
you know?

JULI E
| should conme and neet your friends!

CASTER
(wi nces)
Uh... not everybody gets ny friends at
first. I think they’'re |ovable village
idiots, but for nobst people the jury’'s
still out.

JULI E
If you like them |I'msure they're
great.

Cast er | ooks dubi ous.

| NT. BOW.I NG ALLEY — NI GHT

(Preferably Sarasota Lanes) TD, Caster, Tory, Scottie and
Julie are bowing. Turbo Dan, all drunk and wild, gets a
stri ke and spazzes. Caster shakes his head.

CASTER
| don’t know how you do it, dude. Ckay
Julie, you' re up

Julie gets up and tries, very seriously. CQutter ball.

JULI E
Damm it! Son of a bitch!

Scottie passes her, on his way to the |ane.



SCOTTI E
Let me put this in terns that you can
relate to, Jules. A bowing ball is like

regulation WN.B. A. size. So what you
gotta dois slamit, girl. SLAM POWN

TD and Tory laugh. Julie does big fake sarcastic |augh at

Scottie. He stops, a dark | ook passes between them

Julie sits down next to TD and Tory. Tory says nothi ng but

is all over Turbo Dan, and Julie is offended by that.

Scottie starts to bow. Turbo Dan calls at himfromthe
bench.

TURBO DAN
Whoa, Scottie, are you cl enching your
muf fin? You' |l never get a strike that

way. You' re clenching, aren’t you?

Scottie falls down | aughing on the approach to the | ane,
his ball rolls feebly towards the headpin. A strike!
Scotti e abandons hinmself to further heights of hysteria.
Caster, Tory and TD are | aughing too. Julie funes.

JULI E
(whi spering to Caster)
He was over the |ine!

Caster shakes his head, gasping, and rolls his eyes.

I NT. CASTER S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG

JULI E
Your friends really nmade me feel |ike
| didn't belong. Wiy did they have to be
such jerks?

CASTER
| told you that they were |like this, but
you wanted to neet them

JULI E
But you weren’'t helping ne at all.

CASTER
It's not worth telling you five years of
hi story just so that you can understand
a poop joke that's not funny anyway.

JULI E
Well you didn't even try.
CASTER
Vel |l excuse ne! | guess | shoul d

have warned you that you wouldn't like
t hem

and
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| NT. CREDIT UNI ON — DAY
Julie is hanging out in caster’s Cubicle.

JULI E
So, what are we doing tonight, sweetie?
We could go to ny pl ace. .

CASTER
Oh, sorry. | kind of already nmade pl ans
to hang with Turbo Dan because Tory’s
wor ki ng t oni ght .

Julie frowns and crosses her arns.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
| s that okay?

JULI E
| guess so.

CASTER
But not really?

JULI E
| don't |ike who you are when you
hang out with him You' re better than
t hat .

CASTER
What ' s so bad about Turbo Dan? Wy do
you hate him so nmuch?

JULI E

Because he’s an idiot and a jerk!
CASTER

Vell | can't argue with that, but he's

nmy friend! He’s not so annoyi ng when
he’s not with Tory.

JULI E
So are you going to ditch nme every tine
his girlfriend isn't around?

CASTER
It's not like this is the tenth tine
|"ve done this or something. Cut nme sone
sl ack.

JULI E
Fine, I don’t care if you ditch ne
tonight, as long as you prom se | can
have you on Sunday.
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CASTER
" mnot "ditching"” you! We didn't have
pl ans!

Julie stal ks off.

I NT. GOLDEN APPLE DI NNER THEATRE — NI GHT

A few shots of a |ocal production. Dancing and singing.
Caster and Julie in the audience, digging it.

EXT. | SLAND PARK — NI GHT
Caster and Julie wal k along the water in the noonlight.

CASTER
That was actually pretty good. |’'ve
driven by that place downtown millions
of times, but |I never thought | would
ever go inside. People give guys a |ot
of crap about being gay if they |ike
nmusi cal s, but that show was full of hot
chicks in black | ace doi ng sexy dances.
| f enjoying that nmakes nme gay, then Gay

Ray | am
JULI E

| have a confession to make.
CASTER

Uh, okay.
JULI E

|"ve had a crush on you since the

first tinme that you wal ked into ny
office. And | kept trying to get you to
go out with ne and | got all frustrated
when you kept dodgi ng ne.

Cast er chuckl es.

JULI E
(conti nui ng)
I’mglad | didn't give up, because now
we' re together

Caster holds her hand, touched in spite of hinself. Then his
expression falls.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT

Different cuts. Caster and Julie are on the couch,
illumnated by the glow of the TV, in different clothes on
di fferent days, but in alnbst the exact same position.
Caster speaks to us, breaking the fourth wall.
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CASTER

(to audi ence)
|"mstarting to get really annoyed with
Julie lately. She's just always there.
She' s al ways com ng over and wat ching
novies with me at night. Watching
novi es, watching novies. | don't know
what woul d happen to our relationship if
Vi deo Renai ssance shut down.

| NT. BATHROOM

Caster and Julie get ready for bed, sharing the single sink
unsuccessful ly.

CASTER
(to audi ence)
But | don't care about that, the problem
is that after the novie, lately she's
al ways too tired to go hone, so she just
stays over.

| NT. BEDROOM

The two of them comcally cramed into Caster’s small bed.
First they are naking out, then they have their backs to
each other, and finally we see Caster awake in the m ddl e of
the night as Julie steals the covers.

CASTER

(to audi ence)
That was fun the first few tinmes, but
it"'s losing its charmfast. | nean, |
don't even try for any nookie anynore, |
just want to go the hell to sleep.
But ny little loser bed wasn't built for
two, especially when one of themis a
seven-foot tall nutant.

I NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM — NI GHT

LUVBUNNY' S
You have to stand up and put sone
freakin' boundaries in place. And
consi dering you were nore or |ess
tricked into this relationship in the
first place, the | east she should do is
to understand that you have a |ife apart
from her.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT

Julie is asleep on the bed, he sits at the conputer.



CASTER
| don't think I was "tricked" into it. |
was just too stupid to realize that |
was in a relationship until she spelled
it out for ne. It was ny fault.

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — NI GHT
He sits in his chair, staring into space.

HOOCH
Mmmmm .. Anazon wonan. .. \What were we
t al ki ng about again?

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT

CASTER
Heh. Yeah. | guess | really shouldn't be
conpl ai ni ng.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELORPAD — NI GHT

HOOCH
Well, the fact that you have an Amazon
woman to bang and yet you're stil
worried about these things nmeans that it
may very well be an inportant problem
that you should take care of.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ KI TCHEN — DAY

Julie is making Froot Loops in the BG Caster is dialing
t he phone. W HEAR Shadoe’s voi ce when she picks up.

SHADCE
(filtered, over phone)

Hel | 0?

CASTER
Hey, it’s nme.

SHADCE
Oh, hey. 1've got sonething inportant to
tell you. I didn't knowif | should tel
you, but | decided that you should know.

CASTER
Ckay, what is it?

SHADCE

| can't tell you right now WIIl you
be home on Monday ni ght?

CASTER
Ckay, sure. But...
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SHADCE
Don't worry. It's not bad news. 1'l|
talk to you Monday.

I NT. ARBY’' S — DAY

Caster and Julie are having lunch. Julie s saying sonething
but we can’'t hear it. Finally we nake out:

JULI E

Hey, are you paying attention?
CASTER

Huh? Sorry, what?
JULI E

Okay, you been acting all depressed
lately and | know you're just doing it
for attention.

CASTER
From who? You? You couldn't give ne any
nore attention if you cut nme open and
started catal ogi ng ny organs!

JULI E
It’s going to be a wedding invitation.
You're going to get it in the mail on
Monday, and that's why she couldn't tel
you yest erday.

Caster stares, crushed. Julie breaks eye contact.

JULI E
Al of ny friends are getting married
too. W're reaching that point where
it's tinme to get married.

Caster nearly chokes on his Dr. Pepper

CASTER
None of ny friends are marri ed.

JULI E
That' s because none of your friends are
worth marrying.

Caster stews.
EXT. LI DO BEACH - DAY

Some nusic as Caster wal ks al one on the beach, brooding.

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY

He pulls up and gets out of his car.
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He goes up the wal kway, and we see Shadoe sitting on the
steps, smling and wearing the gold sun necklace he gave her
for Christnmas. Caster’s brain seizes up. He's trying not to
cry as she runs to himand hugs him

SHADOE
Sorry to be so mysterious on the phone,
but I wanted to surprise you.

CASTER
|"m surprised! | gave up hope that you'd
ever nove back

SHADOE
Vell, I'"mnot noving back. That's what |

wanted to tell you, but |I had to tel
you in person.

Casters face falls.

SHADOE
(conti nui ng)
|’ ve been accepted into the Peace Corps.
|’ mgoing to be working in Vanuatu for
t he next two years.

CASTER
(wth relief)
What, are you part of the international
task force sent to help themrecover
from hosting Survivor?

SHADOCE
|’ m serious, Ray. |I'mactually going to
Vanuat u.

CASTER
Wait... VHAT?!

SHADOE
My dad really inspired me with all of
his stories about how he and Mom nade a
difference in the Peace Corps, so | put
in an application | ast summrer.

CASTER
So you... wait... WHAT?!

SHADOE

| found out before Hall oween, but wth
my dad and everything | wasn't even sure
| was going to accept. Then when he
passed away nom and | decided that this
is what he woul d have want ed.

(beat)
| didn't know howto tell you



CASTER
Way didn't you just tell nme?

SHADOE
| alnost didn't tell you at all because
| knew you had a girlfriend now and you
probably didn't care, but | still care
so nmuch about you

CASTER
So you do care?

SHADCE
(grabbing him
O course | care! You nean so much to
nme!

Caster’s world is crunbling in front of him She lets him
go, and they stare at each other a nonent.

CASTER
Un how long are you in town for?

SHADCE
| wanted to spend the rest of ny tine in
the U S in Sarasota with ny friends, if
th

at's okay.

CASTER

So is Luis here too?
SHADCE

Nope, just ne.
CASTER

Ch, did you guys break up?
SHADCE

No, it's nothing like that, 1'll mss

hima | ot.
CASTER

Vell, that's noble, to try to nake the
| ong di stance work.

SHADCE
What are you tal ki ng about ?
CASTER
I sn't he your boyfriend?
SHADCE
Dude, Luis is gay!
CASTER
Oh. | assuned that you were a coupl e

because of the Wnter Sol stice card and



everyt hi ng.

SHADOE
Why do you think he even cel ebrates
Wnter Solstice? He's not down with
peopl e who think his lifestyle is a sin!

| NT. ARBY' S — DAY

Caster and Julie having lunch with Shadoe. A | ong
unconfortabl e sil ence.

JULI E
Vell, going into the Peace Corps is okay
for your type.

Shadoe | ooks at Caster, unsure how to proceed.

CASTER
(to Shadoe)
Un right. So, did you sl eep okay | ast

ni ght ?
SHADCE
(relieved)
| guess. | ended up sleeping on the

fl oor because Turbo Dan's couch had
silverfish.

CASTER
Aaaugh, what?! That's disgusting! |
nmean, when | think about the times |’ ve
passed out on that couch...

(shudder s)
Gyuh!
JULI E
You should stay in a hotel.
SHADOE
It's okay, | don't have the noney for a
hot el .
CASTER

kay, this can’t happen. M couch is
verm n-free and you' re wel cone to sl eep
on it if you want.

Julie catches his eye. He's going to pay for that.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
Are you guys cold? ‘Cause it’s |ike Hoth
in here.
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| NT. CASTER S CAR — DAY - TRAVELLI NG
Caster and Julie are arguing.
CASTER

VWhat ? What was | supposed to do, just
say "Silverfish, huh? Well, sucks to be

you!"

JULI E
You shoul d have asked ne first
you made the offer

CASTER

bef ore

What ever! You're ny girlfriend; you're
not ny parole officer. And what did you
mean by “her type” anyway? \What was t hat

about ?
JULI E

You know, the dirty hippie type.

CASTER

Just because she wants to help out in

the world it doesn't nean that

she's

sone kind of sixties |ove-beads burnout.

JULI E

Oh pl ease, you know that she's only
doi ng this because nobody woul d actually

gi ve her a good job here.

| NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM — DAY

She sits back from her conputer, appall ed.

LUVBUNNY
Arg, just break up with Julie.
Ri di cul ous. .

TI TLE CARD
Wrst. N ght. Ever.
Current npod: exhausted

I NT. CASTER S APARTMENT — NI GHT

Caster and Julie walk in the front door,
RUNNI NG

CASTER
See, she's not dirty.

JULI E

we HEAR t he SHOWER

If you're going to |l et her stay here, |
hope you're at |east charging her for

part of the utilities.
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CASTER
What ? | haven't been charging you for
all the showers you ve taken here, which
has practically been nore than | have
| ately.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM - NI GHT

Julie is snothering Caster on the couch. Shadoe sits
unconfortably on the floor with her back to them trying to
wat ch the novie.

Caster gets up to go to the bathroom Junp cut to him
returning. He sits in a chair instead of going back to the
couch.

JULI E
Oh. You don't want to sit on the couch?
CASTER
No, that's okay. You can stretch out
your legs onit. | don't m nd.

I NT. LI'VING ROOM - LATER

Julie is in the bathroom brushing her teeth, wearing only
Caster’s shirt. Caster is talking in | ow tones to Shadoe.

CASTER
| " mreally sorry. She's not normally
like this.

SHADCE

It's okay, don't worry, forget it.

But Caster |ooks darkly at Julie.
| NT. BEDROOM - NI GHT

Julie and Caster lie together in the dark. Julie is rubbing
Caster’s thigh, over his boxer shorts. Wen that doesn’'t
wor k, she traces her finger on his chest. Finally she takes
his hand, puts it on her breast, and breathes in his ear,
ni bbling on his earlobe. A beat, and he jerks his hand away.

CASTER
Wuld you stop it? You're acting |like a
total freak!

Julie is hurt, and turns her back on himin a huff, taking
up the whol e bed.

Fade to white. W HEAR Caster’s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
Last night was the worst
Julie is a jealous girl



| did not sleep well

| NT. LUVBUNNY' S BEDROOM — NI GHT
She cups her hands around her nout h.

LUVBUNNY
Break up with her

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — NI GHT
He crosses his arns.

HOOCH
| concur. Do you concur?

| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON — NI GHT

She rai ses her hand “aye.

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
| concur.

I NT. LUVBUNNY’ S BEDROOM — NI GHT

LUVBUNNY
|s there a petition we need to sign?

| NT. CASTER' S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG
He’'s driving. Sad. A beat, then:

CASTER
No hai ku. Too tired. | can't believe
t oday even happened. | still feel sick
about it, but I knowit was the right
thing to do.

I NT. CREDI T UNI OV CASTER S CUBI CLE — DAY

Julie dunps Disney tour books on Caster’s desk.

JULI E
Let's go to Disney World this weekend!
It'Il be so fun! W can stay at the Al -
Star Movies hotel and go to all the
parks! It'll be great!

CASTER
Julie! Stop it! I don't want to go away

with you this weekend. You know | have a
guest staying with ne!

JULI E
Vell that's why | wanted to go! |
t hought you could | eave her al one while
she's staying in your apartnent and we
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could go and have fun and give her sone

privacy.

CASTER
Hel | 0?! The whol e reason she's in town
is to see her friends! I'"mnot ditching
her.

They start yelling at each other. W fade down to HEAR
Caster’s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
So we got into this huge fight and it
just went on and on and kept getting
uglier.

People start to prairie dog over the cubicle walls.

CASTER (V. Q)
(conti nui ng)
Finally all of her histrionic bullshit
just broke the canel's back, and |
couldn't take it anynore. | broke up
with her.

| NT. LOBBY

Caster heads out of the building. W HEAR Caster’s VO CE
OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
| was humiliated, so | just got up and
left. It's not like | had to tel
anybody where | was goi ng. Sonebody in
H R knew why | was taking a “sick day.”

EXT. PARKI NG LOT

Caster wal ks out to his car. He rests his arns on it for a
| ong beat, then gets in.

| NT. CASTER S CAR — TRAVELLI NG

He's driving and crying.

I NT. JULIE S OFFI CE

She’s crying in her office.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — NI GHT

He sits alone on the couch, in the dark, | ooking m serable.
After a while, he | ooks over and see a note on the end
tabl e. He gets cleaned up, heads back to the car.
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| NT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT — DAY

Turbo Dan lets himin. Turbo Dan and Shadoe | ook guiltily
at each other, weirdly quiet.

SHADCE

What’'s wong, Ray?
CASTER

| broke up with Julie today. Just now.
TURBO DAN

(relaxing visibly.)
Shit dude, we were just talking about
what a bitch she is. W thought you had
been outside |istening!

Caster chuckles. They confort and encourage Ray. Turbo Dan
grabs his shoul ders.

TURBO DAN
You're like, ny hero now bro. | want to
take you out for a hundred beers!
CASTER

|’mnot sure it’s really a cause for
cel ebrating.

I NT. CASTER S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG

Caster and Shadoe are driving hone.

SHADOE
|’ msorry you and Julie broke up. [|I'm
sorry if it was all ny fault.

CASTER

No it’s not. Honestly this was probably
| ong overdue anyway.

SHADOE
| have to confess, I'ma little gl ad,
t hough. Julie isn’'t good enough for
you.

CASTER

That’s so not true. Julie was exactly
good enough for ne. She was al ways j ust
good enough to keep nme fromwanting to
break up with her

(beat)
It's like the end of “The Mtri x:
Revol utions” where the only way that Neo
could beat Smth was by letting Smth
kill him thus causing Smth's
destruction as the Matrix bal anced
itself.
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(He's starting to | ose her)
Your non-bitch forces screwed up the
equi librium causing Julie's reserve
bitch forces to double up to take in the

slack. O sonething. | don't know what
the hell I'"mtalking about. It's been a
| ong day.

Shadoe snmiles to herself, | eans back in her seat.

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — DAY
He's typing catatonically, as if conpell ed.

CASTER
Holy shit. This is one of those days
that | feel like | have to wite down

the entire thing because it's just too
bi zarrely inpossible not to be
docunent ed.

| NT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT — DAY

Turbo, Caster, Scottie and Shadoe are on the couch dri nking
and playing video ganmes. W HEAR Caster’s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
So |' m bonbi ng out over at Turbo Dan's
pl ace with Shadoe and Scottie, and we're
just drinkin' beers and playing N ntendo
and what ever.

The PHONE RI NGS. Turbo Dan picks it up.
CLOSE ON TORY

Tal king on the phone, in a panic.

TORY
(conti nui ng)
| really want to cone over there, Dan
really! But I'’mstranded at ny friend s
house and | don't have ny car.

Freeze frame on Tory. W HEAR Caster’s VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
In retrospect, this absolutely makes no
sense and shoul d have been a red fl ag.

A freeze frame of Turbo Dan cones in to fill the right half
of the franme. He is cross-eyed and wearing a crown nade from
a Budwei ser box with “King of Beer!” witten across the
front in marker.
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CASTER (V. Q.)
(conti nui ng)
You have to renenber, however, that
Turbo Dan took the call, and he had been
doing a lot of drinking, so | wasn't
payi ng that much attention to what he
sai d anyway.

BACK TO SCENE

Turbo Dan is scrawling on a slip of paper.

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
T.D., you re way too | oaded to be
driving. Let ne drive.

EXT. RUN-DOM GHETTO STREET - N GHT

Caster, in Turbo Dan’s Jeep, nakes a three-pointer.

CASTER
Are you sure this is the right place?
TURBO DAN
(wast ed)
It was fourteenth avenue west, right?
CASTER

Yeah, but this street dead ends. |

al ways get lost when | drive in
Bradenton. It's like the twilight zone
in here. What was the address?

TURBO DAN
| wote in on the inside of the beer
box.
CASTER
That we |eft back at your place?
TURBO DAN
Uh, yeah.
CASTER
Jesus.

EXT. GRUNGY APARTMENT - CONTI NUl NG
They pull up to an apartment.

TURBO DAN
Shit.

CASTER
What now?



TURBO DAN
| was supposed to call her when | got
her e.
CASTER
So0?
TURBO DAN
Forgot ny phone.
CASTER

(getting out his own cell)
What ' s her nunber?

TURBO DAN
| dunno, it’s in ny phone.

They wal k up and knock on the door. A nonent, and then Tory
opens it and literally shoves them out of the doorway.

TORY
Let's go. Now.
(she I ooks in her purse, in a
pani c)
SHIT! | forgot ny keys.

She runs back into the apartnment. Turbo Dan and Caster wait
for a beat, then we begin to hear shouting frominside.

Turbo Dan, still drunk, |eans against the doorfrane for
support. Caster |ooks unconfortable and unsure what to do.
TURBO DAN
|"mjust going to go in there and get
her .

He goes inside before Caster can stop him Caster
hesitates, then follows himin.

| NT. GRUNGY APARTMENT

Turbo Dan is standing unsteadily in the mddle of the living
room yel l'i ng.

TURBO DAN
Tory, conme on! Let's go!

Caster cones into the roomand sees a very famliar orange
chair without a mate. W hear Bl ake’s voice fromthe next
room

BLAKE S VA CE
Who the hell is that?!

Tory comes flying into the roomw th her keys in her hand,
and grabs Turbo Dan by the arm
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TORY
Come on, let's get out of here.

And right behind her is the voice.

BLAKE S VO CE
Don't you run away fromne, Victoria!

And Bl ake stornms into the room holding a half-full bottle
of beer. Caster freezes up. Bl ake sees Caster at the sane
time and he stops dead in the kitchen doorway.

BLAKE
This is your nysterious boyfriend!?
YOU VE BEEN SCREW NG GAY RAY?!

Bl ake tries to throw the beer bottle at Caster, but spikes
it into the carpet.

TORY
" mnot screwing Ray, |'m screw ng Dan,
and there's nothing that you can do

about it!
Caster forcefully grabs Turbo Dan’s other arm

CASTER
Cone on! We're | eaving! Now

Bl ake throws a sloppy punch that connects with Turbo Dan's
nose. T.D. staggers back, bl oodied.

BLAKE
You're going to jail, you faggot! She's
only sixteen years ol d!

Turbo Dan shoves Bl ake, knocking himdown. He's ready to
brawl, but Caster grabs hi m again.

CASTER
(getting in TD s face)
Cone on! Before you get yourself
arrest ed!

Caster pulls himtowards the door. Tory is yelling at Bl ake

who is too fat and drunk to get up.

TORY
You' re such an asshol e! You can’t
control ny lifel
EXT. APARTMENT
Caster gets Turbo Dan in the car, and drives off.
| NT. THE JEEP — TRAVELLI NG

Caster’s driving, trying to explain things to a drunk and
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bel | i gerent Turbo Dan.
CASTER (V. Q)

| still don't believe it. | guess
there's no way | could have known, but
damm. | feel |ike such an idiot.

I NT. TURBO DAN S APARTMENT — NI GHT

Caster is telling the story to Scottie and Shadoe. Turbo
Dan is passed out on the couch.

CASTER
She’ s si xteen, man.
SCOTTI E
Wait, Tory? Back up.
CASTER
Si xteen. |’ve told you like, ten tines.
SHADCE
Her "I'mtwenty three" story never

fooled me for a second, but | always
t hought that she was at | east eighteen
or nineteen.

Cast er shakes hi s head.

CASTER

| nmean, | never liked her, but | kind of
feel bad for Turbo Dan.

(He | ooks over a Turbo Dan, who is

just lost.)
It's one thing to have a girl wth
parents that don't approve of the
rel ati onship, but that's not even in the
same bal |l park as al so having the state
of Florida not approve of your
rel ati onshi p.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD - NI GHT

HOOCH
Ray, your life is now conpletely off the
edge of the entire universe.

He shakes his head incredul ously.

| NT. CREDI T UNI QN SUPERVI SOR S OFFI CE — DAY
Caster stands accused. Julie |ooks on, arns crossed.

CASTER(V. O.)
| guess | was naive to think that this
wasn't going to happen. Long story
short, 1've been termnated fromny job



for stealing conpany property.

| NT. CASTER S CUBI CLE

Caster cleans out his desk, Julie and the security guard
wat ching him Dave peeks over the cubicle wall.

CASTER
This is so bullshit. SO bullshit.

JULI E
|"msorry Ray, but you shouldn't have
stolen fromthe conpany.

CASTER
(rounds on her)
You shoul dn't have stolen fromne. You
shoul dn't have stolen ny heart!

Julie | ooks confused. Caster realizes he just spoke
gi bberish. W HEAR his VO CE OVER

CASTER (V. Q)
| can't believe that this all goes back
to one stupid inventory control sticker
| didn't noti ce.

| NT. LOBBY
Caster heads for the door.

CASTER
(to hinself)
So if | trace it back to the first step
losing ny job over this can be
attributed to one broken, open-box DVD
burner. Snooth nove, cheap ass. That
saved you a lot of noney in the end.

| NT. CASTER S CAR — NI GHT - TRAVELLI NG
He drives hone.

CASTER
| suppose it's possible that |I could
file some kind of counter-whatever that
says "Yeah, well she sexually harassed
me into a screwed-up relationship!" |
don't even know who I'd tell it to at
this point anyway. | nean, the head of
H R already knows what happened, but I
sonmehow doubt that she'd be synpathetic
to ny side of the story.

A nonent of quiet and then he beats on the steering wheel
frustration.
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| NT. NOSTRADOM NATRI X' S DUNGEON — DAY

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
Join the Corps and go with Shadoe. It
can't be too |ate.

| NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD — DAY
Hooch puts down his md afternoon coffee and types quickly.

HOOCH
Al though I"'mall for the Peace Corps,
when you join up you do NOT get to pick
where you go. They only guarantee
assignment to the same |ocation for
marri ed couples. Now don't let that give
you any crazy ideas.

SERI ES OF SHOTS — PI RATE'S COVE - N GHT

A) Caster, Shadoe, Turbo Dan, Tory, and Scottie race go
carts, and Turbo Dan blows themall away. Caster and
Scottie are neck and neck, as are Shadoe and Tory.

B) They play |aser tag, and Shadoe strafes Scottie, Turbo
Dan, and sone other guy at a flat out run. Caster is
amazed because he sucks at it.

C) They play mni golf, and Caster sinks one.

CASTER (V. Q)
(to all)
Boo yah! Me and ny basi c under st andi ng
of physics say I N YOUR FACE!

D) W see Turbo Dan and Scottie batting, and we truck over
to where Caster, Tory, and Shadoe are sitting by the w ndow
in the snack bar.

| NT. SNACK BAR

Tory is wearing a black T-shirt that says “Jailbait” in big
bl ock letters.

SHADCE
(to Caster)

So, are you having fun?
CASTER

Yeah, and bei ng an unenpl oyed | oser, it
doesn't have to end just because
tomorrow i s Monday!

TORY
There's got to be a better job for you
out there sonewhere



CASTER

The nore | think about it, the whole

thing feels nore liberating t
depressing. Screw the office.
with their crap.

han
I'"m done

Scottie and Turbo Dan cone in, talking at the same tine,

Scottie practically chasing Turbo Dan,
to punch him out.

who | ooks about

TURBO DAN
Dude, | said | don’t even want to talk
about it.

SCOTTI E

...teen night, that’s not what they

nmeant. |’mjust saying, as a

friend..

(gestures at Tory’s shirt)
...dude, you know | don’t care where you
hi de the sausage, but there are these
little things called statutory rape

| aws.

(to Tory)
| nmean, do you want himto go to prison?
TURBO DAN
| know all that, but it's not rape.
| love her and she | oves nme. \Wat does
t he | aw know?
They all just glare at Scottie. He sits down.
SCOTTI E
What ever. | never touched her, officer.
They stew in silence for a nonent.
SHADCE
(to Turbo Dan)
It's not illegal for you to be in |ove
with a sixteen-year-old girl, only for

you to have a sexual relationship with

one.
TORY

Un hello? 1It’s sitting right here.

SHADOCE

Just wait for her to turn eighteen. Two
years isn't very long to wait for

sonmeone if you're really in

ove.

r eady

Turbo Dan and Tory | ook uni npressed. Caster |ooks at her

adm ringly.
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| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — NI GHT

Caster and Shadoe nake | ove tenderly, perfectly.

I NT. HOOCH S BACHELOR PAD —NI GHT

HOOCH

(to the canera)
Okay, you may hate nme for being bl unt
here, but if you keep just letting
t hi ngs happen to you, and if you keep
expecting themto go wong, then that's
exactly what's going to happen! [f, on
t he ot her hand, you start taking charge
of your own damm life, then you may find
that things generally work out better
for you. Just sayin .

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM
Shadoe is asleep next to Caster who |ies awake, resolved.
BLACK OUT

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — DAY
They’ re having their first, actual shouting fight.

CASTER
Can’t you not go into the Peace Corps?
It’s just, you nean so much to ne, and |
don't want to have you leave ny life for

two years!

SHADOCE
| don't want to | ose you either, but we
won't be | osing each other. W'l just
be separated but not apart.

CASTER

But could you at |east consider hel ping
peopl e who aren't on the other side
of the planet?

SHADOE
Vell if you care so nmuch about e
You’ d understand why | have to go, and
stop being so selfish! I’"mnot the bad

guy for joining the Peace Corps, and
not hi ng’ s stoppi ng you fromjoining too
if you can't stand to be apart.

CASTER
Ah ha! It doesn't work |ike that! Hooch
told me that even if | did join the
Peace Corps we still wouldn't be put
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t oget her unless we were marri ed!

SHADOE
Vel |l why don't you just marry ne then?!

A nonent. They both stop to let that sink in.

SHADOE
That wasn't a proposal, it was just an
alternative.

Caster |ooks her in the eye.

CASTER
Vel |l okay then, this is a proposal.

Cater drags her into his bedroom

| NT. BEDROOM - DAY

Caster’s on his knees digging through his closet. He cones
out with a replica “LORD OF THE RINGS” band, still ensconced
inits plastic M. Doom base.

CASTER
(struggling to free the ring)
You're everything in the universe to ne.
| can't live without you, and I
woul d be honored and hunbl ed if Shadoe
Moon Beaupre woul d agree to be Ms.
Raynond Caster.

He frees the ring in triunph, presents it to her.

SHADCE
Yes!

She throws her arnms around himand they kiss. Then he tries
to put it on her finger. It won't fit. They try her thunb.

CASTER
l"msorry. This isn’t even the good One
Ring. At least it's really nmade of

metal. | just hope it doesn't turn your
finger green.

SHADOCE
Shh.

They ki ss agai n.

CASTER (V. Q)
The girl of ny dreans has agreed to be
nmy wife. Go ne! This is the best day of
my lifel | keep alnobst crying as | type
this out, I'"'mso happy. | know that this
doesn't magically solve all of our
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probl ens, and that we're still going to
be apart, but it just feels so good to
make an official conmm tnent.

The icons for Nostradom natrix and LuvBunny hover around
t hem

NOSTRADOM NATRI X
So cute! I'mso proud of you!

LUVBUNNY
That brought actual tears to nmy eyes!
You're living a fairy tale.
Congratulations! |1'mso incredibly happy

for you!
Caster sniles over Shadoe’'s shoul der at them

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ LI VI NG ROOM — LATER
They cuddl e on the couch.

CASTER
So | guess |I'd better start going
t hrough the Peace Corps application.

Shadoe | ooks skeptical .

CASTER
(conti nui ng)
Yeah, | know. It's a stupid idea.

They sit in silence for a nonent.

CASTER

(conti nui ng)
From what |'ve read online and on the
forms, it probably doesn't even matter

what | decide. |I'mabsolutely
unqualified for any position they have
anyway.

SHADCE

Look, even if you were all psyched up
and ready to commt to the program it
takes a long tine. | mght be back in
the U S. by the tinme you even left if
you applied now. Then we'd end up
spendi ng four years apart instead of

t wo.
CASTER

You want to call it off, don't you?
SHADOE

Don't be ridiculous. I’mgoing to marry

you because | | ove you, not because of a



| egal technicality.

CASTER
(gazes adoringly at her)
So here’s a wild hypothetical. So what
if I can't join the Peace Corps, would
it be at all possible for me to just
nove to Vanuatu while you're there?

SHADCE
(thi nks about this)
That is the sweetest, nost romantic
t hi ng that anybody has ever wanted to do
for me. But seriously, you re not going
to nove to Vanuatu. Let’s just enjoy
t oni ght.

CASTER
The cl osest nmajor town has a few
i nternational banks, so | could enunil
some resunes and—

She hugs him

| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM - NI GHT

Caster types at the conputer. Shadoe is asleep on the bed
behind him He gets up, |ooks at the conputer for a beat.
Then he turns it off, and | ays down besi de her.

BLACK OUT
| NT. CASTER S APARTMENT/ BEDROOM — DAY

Caster and Shadoe are packi ng up.

CASTER
So today is officially ny last chance to
return this conputer to the office
before I'"m past the thirty day deadl i ne.

EXT. CASTER S APARTMENT — DAY
Caster, conflicted, wal ks to Turbo Dan’s Jeep.

Turbo Dan and Tory are in the front. He clinbs in the back
wi th Shadoe and their | uggage.

I NT. TURBO DAN S JEEP - TRAVELLI NG

Turbo Dan steers the jeep out of the parking |ot. Caster
| ooks over at Shadoe, the wind blowing in her hair.

CASTER
| found out that even wi thout a visa
you're allowed to stay in Vanuatu for
thirty days. That's enough tinme to nai
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down a job and apply for residency.
(Shadoe notices his gaze)
What? It coul d happen.

She sm | es, breaking the connection. She |eans her head on
hi s shoul der. He | eans back, closes his eyes.

EXT. STREET

The Jeep cruises down US 41.

I NT. CREDIT UNI OV LOBBY — DAY

Caster cones in the door holding the conputer, and is taken
aback when Julie | ooks up fromwhere she’s standing by the
front desk, talking to the receptionist.

CASTER (V. Q)
So this will be ny last post for a
while. | plan on spending the next few
weeks of fline.

They don’t say anything, but exchange a | ook for a |ong
beat. Tenderness, regret, confusion.

CASTER (V. Q.)
(conti nui ng)
And after that, who knows where fate's
path wll |ead?

Caster sets the conputer down on the desk.

FADE QUT.
THE END



